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Our Unchangeables 


E have reached the end of another year.. Its distinction in the 

recmenion of time may be described by one word, “change.” The 

year closes upon a changed world—changed in its national 

relation iphets its raeia] feelings, its industrial situation, its economic 

condi its educational motive, aye, even its interpretation of personal 

and reli obligations. That which we thought unchangeable has 

crumbl ewe helplessly looked on. World ideals have wilted into 
lifelessness ore this biting tempest of war. 

The en not yet. We are in the process, not at its completion. 
The new yee dawns upon a world still changing. Inthe midst of it all 
men are loéking uncertainly but seriously for‘the unalterables. We 

cannot fix these without us, but we can within 
us. Ere we plunge into the uncértaihties be- 
fore us, let us resolve: 

That our faith in God. shall ni change. 
We will trust His power #o do, His wisdom to 
choose the time of doing and His love to bre- 
vide the motive. ‘ 

That within us love for man shall’ not” 
change. In the tumbling Siries of; of, war let, not 
our hearts grow faint m ‘world brotherhood 
Many a fair-appearing building” has eZ be 
wrecked before a better’ can adoza its place, 
yet in some .obsewre part of the new may: be 
built the better material of the’ old. ; 

That we will slacken‘no effogt for good. 
The sweeping tornado which’ “the world- 
field of its unripe.fruit is but for a season. The 
fertility of the soil is not impaired. * The stout- 

hearted*husbandman will take up his task with anwhalteneiK cynfidence 
and increased assiduity. 


That we will keep our good cheer aglow. If the austen without 
deepens, we will make burn more brightly the fires within. We will 


replenish them by daily prayer from the undying fires of hope upon God’s 
altar. 


Let us covenant together that these shall be.our unchangeables 
throughout all the shiftings of the coming year. 


Your brother, 
F. © COFFIN. 
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971—Germany’s Diabolical Work 


Question—Did you not say somewhile ago that Ger- 
many is surpassing even the Turks in cruelty? 


I believe I did, and if I did not say it 
then, I will now. If there is any nation on 
the face of the earth that is more cruel than 
Germany, I do not know what nation it 
might be. 


972—Is the Honey Bee Honest? 


Question—I «have always thought that our honey 
bee is industrious and honest, but now I hear it said 
that the honey bee may be both lazy and thievish. Is 
there any proof of these facts? 


The honey bee is both industrious and 
honest, usually, but they are like men, they 
can be degraded till they are neither indus- 
trious nor honest. It is claimed that bees 
have been made lazy and dishonest by whis- 
key—that bees can be made drunk by giv- 
ing them whiskey, and when they become 
drunkards, they also become thieves—they 
will not work when given to liquor sipping, 
but will go and steal honey to live on from 
sober bees. Alas, how like men bees may 
become in this respect. 





973—Disloyalty in Men 


Question—I hear much said of disloyalty among 
men in these war days and I presume it is true that 
we have some men among us who are disloyal to our 
government, but it seems to me that of all the dis- 
loyal men, the men of the whiskey business stand at 
the head of disloyalty. Am I right? 


I think you are. A disloyal man is one 
who refuses to stand by the laws and gov- 
ernment under which he is living. The 
whiskey men, as a regular thing, seem to 
find pleasure in breaking the laws enacted 
against liquor. They seem to rejoice when- 
ever men are able to break the laws and 
escape their penalties. That is a common 
thing, but a man who breaks a law of the 
land because he does not like it, is a danger- 
ous man, and, as a rule, the liquor dealer 
will do that. He has no respect for a law 
which destroys his business, even though a 
big majority of his fellow men have enacted 
it as the great need of the community. The 
liquor men are not loyal to the laws of the 
State on this point. 





974—Ephraim is Tied to His Idols 


Question—Why do not our ministers show Christian 
Science their errors and so win them from the same? 


I presume it is because Christian Science 
is like Ephraim—tied to his idols. It seems 
to be a fact that a person who is holding 
to some truth, but mixed with much and 
serious error, is the most difficult person to 
be brought to see his error. The Western 
Recorder gives a case of that sort as fol- 
lows: “To show a Christian Scientist his 
belief is absurd, does not shake it in the 
least. I was arguing with one—and it was 
much like arguing with an eel. She in- 
sisted that God is not a person, and also 
that God is love. I showed her that there 
can be no love without a person—love is not 
a mist floating around. Either God is a 
person,'or He does not love. But I did not 
shake her faith in her doctrine in the least.” 
If God is not a person, then men and women 
are not persons, for Gen. 1: 26 tells us that 
man was made in the image and likeness of 
God. If men would only confine their be- 
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liefs to plain statements of the Bible, they 
might believe less, but they would believe 
more of the truth. 





975—The Basis of Education 


Question—Who was it that said education without 
the fundamental principles of right and wrong as 
taught in the Bible is a failure ?—Patricia. + 


James J. Hill, the great railroad-builder 
of the West, is said to have made a state- 
ment to that effect, as follows: “It is a 
mistake to train young people in all lines of 
knowledge and give them full equipment of 
college and university training for under- 
taking the big tasks of life without making 
sure also that the fundamental principles 
of right and wrong as taught in the Bible 
have become a part of the equipment. There 
is control of force and motives which is 
essential to the vast affairs of educated con- 
science, and to fail to equip young men 
who are to manage the great affairs of the 
future with this control and direction, even 
if they have all learning, is a serious mis- 
take.” 





976—Mr. Wells’ New Religion 


Question—A few years ago we were told that a 
certain Eastern educator was about to introduce a 
new religion, and now we are told that a certain 
Mr. Wells is proposing a new religion. What about 
a new religion as the successor of Christianity? 


There will be no such religion, new or 
old. If a religion is new, it is not true, and 


if it be true, it is not new. So you may 


as well dismiss the»matter of Mr. Wells’ 
new religion, for if you do not, it will not 


be many years till Mr. Wells and his new .. 
religion will be forgotten, just as that east-. * 


ern educator is being rapidly lost sight of— 
we have no place for any new religion, oth- 
er than that which we find in the Bible. 
No matter how many new religions man 
may found, the day will come when both 
the founder and the religion he founded will 
be forgotten. Of all the nonsense of our 
day, we know of none which is worse than 
this talk of a new religion. God does not 
change His purposes and plans. What He 
started out to accomplish in the beginning 
is still His loved employ. We are told that 
Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever. We can have no other Savior while 
Jesus remains, and so when you hear some 
man talking of a new religion, you may 
mark it that another crank has come to the 
front. He may make a noise and attract 
attention for a while, but you may be sure 
that his new religion is a new farce. Jesus 
abides the same—trust Him and no other! 





977—The Key to the Situation 


Question—It seems to me that we have too many 
view-points in the work of the Church. Is there not 
some one issue which, if put in the lead, given its 
proper place, other things in church work would fol- 
low in their proper way, and so accomplish the full 
purposes of the gospel?—W. R. 


Yes, I think so. If the true gospel mes- 
sage be proclaimed and committed to the 
guiding power of the Holy Spirit, I believe 
we should find the Church far more success- 
ful. The truth is we are depending on so 
many human arrangements for success that 
the Holy Spirit is not given the right of way 


in His own work. A pastor is quoted as 
having said some time ago this, as bearing 
on your question: “We are proceeding on 
the idea that if emphasis be placed on the 
real gospel message, everything else is as- 
sured.” That.seems to us to have the right 
idea. The Church will prosper spiritually 
and financially just in proportion to its loy- 
alty to the great gospel message. The min- 
ister must be loyal in living and preaching 
the gospel and the church must be loyal in 
living the gospel, if best results are to be 
obtained. Let the Spirit of God lead and 
the people follow, and glorious results will 
come. In this day there is a tendency to 
put the Church under such plans and ar- 
rangements as the world uses in gaining 
success. We need to lean upon the Ever- 
lasting Arms, if we are to reach the highest 
and best results. Worldly methods may 
bring success, such as the world achieves, 
but not the success of the true gospel. Too 
often the Church follows man’s plans of 
whoepigg up success (?), but the true 
Church of Christ must pray down success 
from the hand of God. The two methods. 
are about as far apart as the east is from 
the west. For the Church one is right, the: 
other is wrong. 





978—Danger Signals 
Question—I have heard it said that there is some- 


‘animal which lives on the plains in the West, which, - 


when danger comes nigh, has a way of giving sig-- 
mals of danger. Is it true? If so, what animal is. 
ar how do such animals give the danger signal ?~ 


¥es, it is said to be true that the antelope: 
has such a habit. Mrs. Margaret W. Leigh-- 


» ton is credited with this statement concern- 


ing these animals: “If it were not for the- 
pronghorn antelopes, I wonder how the: 
prairie folk would get along. These fleet- 


«.footed deer raise the first danger signals on: 


the plains. You have often seen the man, 
who stands at the railroad crossing waving : 
a’ red flag when the train is approaching. 
This means: ‘Danger. Look out for the- 
engine.’ Every pronghorn has on his hind 
quarters a pair of white disks, with a strong - 
muscle to move them. These snowy patches . 
are not for every-day use, but are kept 
carefully folded away. Pronghorn’s eyes: 
are large, and his sight very keen. He can 
see farther than most of the prairie folk. 
A herd of antelopes may be peacefully crop- 
ping the short prairie grass when a whiff of ° 
air, passing their way, brings the scent of 
coyotes. Out flash the danger signals, their 
pure whiteness dazzling in the sunshine. 
The prairie dog on his little hillock catches . 
the flashes and hastens below. A herd of 
elk peacefully browsing more than a mile : 
away see and flee. Long ago, when great . 
herds of bison roamed the plains, the prong- 
horn’s danger signal often started a stam- 
pede of those huge beasts. Every prairie 
dweller, great and small, heeds the white 
flags hoisted by the pronghorn. These. 
graceful fellows are the watchmen of the 
plains. They love to race over the prairie 
and are almost as swift and light of foot as ~ 
swallows on the wing.” 















J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 
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“Earnestly Contend for the Faith Which Was 
Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 















WHY HIS MINISTRY FAILED * 


E have been reading a new book of 
late, called From ROMANCE TO RE- 
ALITY, Or The Merging of a Life in 
a World Movement. It is in fact an auto-biog- 
raphy of Rev. Henry C. Mabie, D. D., LL. D. 
It is a fascinating story of a busy life, lived 
for the Lord. You can scarcely let it go 
at any point, it is so interesting and help- 
ful. One who does not know the trials and 
the conflicts of a minister would hardly 
think that such a man as Dr. Mabie, such 
a whole-souled minister of Jesus Christ as 
he was and is, for he is yet living, would 
have any serious drawbacks in his ministry, 
and yet as he reveals the facts of his life, 
he shews how he came to a crisis in his 
ministry, when he felt that he was a failure 
and must retire from the work of the minis- 
try. He had been quite useful, even on a 
large scale, and yet he was conscious of 
failure and was about ready to retire .and 
turn his life’s energies and talents intogan- 
other channel. Just as he was ready to 
abandon the ministry, he met with a. man 
who brought him great help from the Lord. 
It was a man who had had some experiences 
somewhat like those through which Dr. Ma- 
bie was passing, and through him the 
Lord sent help to His distressed and 
humiliated servant. We will let Dr. Mabie 
tell of what took place and what the result 
was. Major D. W. Whittle was assisting 
Dr. Mabie in a meeting. His voice broke 
down and he had to give up the work for 
the time. As he was about to leave the 
church, Dr. Mabie said to him: 

“Well, Major, whether you go or stay, 1 
think I should tell you, your address last 
night opened my eyes to my own state, so 
your service, short as it has been, has not 
been wholly fruitless.” He thanked me, ard 
as the people gathered, he rose and explain- 
ed his condition, and added: “I shall have 
to call on some of these pastors to carry on 
the meeting to-night.” 

A prayer or two having been offered, the 
Major called on me first to speak. Having 
acknowledged to him so much enlightenment 
from the previous meeting, I felt I must be 
equally frank with the congregation. So, 
arising from my seat in the front row, I 
proceeded to repeat what I had just said to 
the evangelist. But I further said: “The 
fact is, my friends, I have been for a long 
time destitute of that witnessing Spirit of 
God in my heart, which I have previously 
known, and more, although preaching very 
orthodox sermons, I have been very sadly 
losing my faith, and, unless I soon gez re- 
lief, I fear it is all over with me and my 
value for the ministry.” With that, Dr. 
Mabie broke down, sinking into his seat, 
heart-broken with grief. Very quickly three 
or four brethren were on their knees— 
among them the late Dr. A. T. Pierson, who 
was pastor in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., 
where this incident took place. Referring 
to Dr. Pierson’s prayer, Dr. Mabie said: 
“How he prayed for me—telling the Lord 
all about me, and my needs, and even my 








urispoken distresses.” As he prayed, the 
Spirit whispered: “Now, go to-morrow 
morring to the study of that brother and 
ask him to pray with you alone.” 


Dr. Mabie continues: “I went home to a 
night of restless heart-searching, and in the 
morning I was in as deep darkness as ever. 
I was, however, fixed in my purpose to go 
to my brother minister, who, I knew, under- 
stood far more of spiritual things than I 
did. I made my way to his study in the 
Second Presbyterian church. I explained 
that I must have extra strength for the 
task before me the next Sunday morning, 
when I intended to resign my pastorate and 
go to farming, for it was no use trying long- 
er, with my poor health, to sustain myself 
and family in the ministry.” 

Then Dr. Pierson said: “Oh, my brother, 
God will take care of you. Let me tell you 
a little of my experience.” Then Dr. Pier- 
son told Dr. Mabie of a certain crisis in his 
own ministry, which was full of humiliation 
to himself, but that it turned out to be the 
beginning of days to him. After talking for 
an hour, Dr. Mabie said: 


“Well, I came to beg your prayers.” 
surprised me by saying: “After you.” 
“How could I pray?” The heavens were 
like brass over me, but we knelt. All I could 
do was to tell the Lord of my distress. I 
shortly came to the point where I must 
give up all, accept God’s ultimatum, and (as 
I thought) renounce the ministry forever. 
I had been for twenty years laboring hard 
to prepare for it, ’twas true, but now I must 
give it all up—lay my very Isaac upon the 
altar, and crawl away into obscurity to die. 
It seemed very hard;.could there be any- 
thing in the goodness of God to require all 
that? 

“But there was no escape. I must take 
the leap in the dark. So I surrendered all, 
simply collapsed, and cried like a child. That 
moment it seemed to me as if the crust of 
the earth just opened, and I went plunging 
through, down, down, towards the bottom- 
less depths, but the surprising thing was 
that the deeper down I sank, the more bless- 
ed it was, till I sank, surprisingly into—the 
bosom of God! 

“As I found myself there, the Lord seem- 
ed to ask: 


“Did you think I had forsaken you? Do 
you not know that my love for you and your 
life course is immeasurably more than any 
interest you have? Now, commit all to me, 
and “I will make of thee” that better pro- 
duct than you can make yourself.’ ” 


From that spell of spiritual darkness and 
heart-agony, Dr. Mabie came forth a new 
man. His health was restored and he en- 
tered upon a new lease of life, in which he 
served God faithfully and in much blessing 
both to himself and to the cause of Christ. 


He 


* Dr. Mabie was and is a Baptist minister: From 
Romance to. Reality may be ordered from The Stand- 
ard Publishing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. Price, 
$2.00. It is a handsome beok of 396 pages. ~ ’ 


Referring to this wonderful change in his 
life and experience, Dr. Mabie said: 


“This disclosure was the greatest surprise 
of my whole life. But I arose in a new 
world, and to an entirely new conception of 
the ministry. I went home and to my study, 
to turn with a zest, I never before knew, to 
my Bible—my much-neglected Bible, minis- 
ter though I was—and I began to look up 
the matter of faith—faith as a manner of 
life, not for the sake of an orthodoxy, but 
for certainties to be. I fell upon’ Hebrews 
11:6: ‘Without faith (faith as a habit of 
life), it is impossible to be well pleasing to 
Him.’” Then he goes on to say: “As I 
pondered it and applied it in a new way 
to my recent habits of thought and life,, 
even my religious and theological habits, I 
saw, as I had not before, many, many things: 
—among them this: That one might be- 
ever so orthodox in head, and yet be deeply 
hetrodox in will. That one who allows him- 
self, as I had, and as people all around us: 
are doing, to depend on mere second causes, 
is practically shutting God Himself out of 
immediate relation to life altogether. In 
short, I saw that orthodox evangelical as I 
was, I might have been a rank materialist,. 
and yet have had as much comfort out of 
a long period of my past life ag I had got-- 
ten.” 

Then Dr. Mabie goes on to say: 


“This awful practical heresy of life—and 
of the ministerial life—which had unwit- 
tingly taken possession of me, and which, 
but for this providential interference in 
my self-chosen plan of conducting my life, 
would have led me on to certain ruin of all, 
stood out shockingly, as dreadful unbelief. 

“For days together, thereafter, I simply 
lay on my couch, and let roll over me, like 
the billows of the sea, that word: ‘And 
Abraham believed God,’ ‘And Abraham 
believed God.’ I could do naught else. 
My sin was that I had ceased to be- 
lieve God when sight failed. I could be- 
lieve in circumstances when they appeared 
promising, but not even God when the ap- 
pearance seemed against me. The fact is, 
I was converted in a new way into faith in 
the divine providence. I took back my hor- 
rid infidel utterance, that all things (do not) 
work together for good (to the filial- 
hearted) to those who (in this sense) love 
God. The fact that I could not always 
trace the form or method of the providence 
had absolutely nothing to do with it.” 

Brethren in the ministry, let one who is 
in no wise worthy to unlatch the shoes of 
men who have been “drinking at the foun- 
tain,” as Dr. Pierson and Dr. Mabie and 
others have done, lay upon your hearts the 
need of a new life in your work as am- 
bassadors for Christ to a lost world. In- 
tellectual culture is a fine thing when it is 
dominated by the Spirit of God, but when 
left to the darkness of this world, it is quite 
as helpless in a spiritual way as if there 
were no strength at all. God help us to give 
the whole of January to the study of Dr.. 
Mabie’s experience. 
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STEADY!—LET US GET TO BASIC 
PRINCIPLES 


E hear much in these days of un- 
W belief and of the falling away of men 


and women from the faith. We some- 
times feel disposed to treat it all as the 
working of the heart and brain without 
Christ, and so it is we have no.doubt, but 
none the less we need to face facts and rest 
on basic principles by way of clarifying the 
spiritual atmosphere that we may breathe 
more freely and develop more rapidly in the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


It is frequently charged that our schools 
are hotbeds of doubt. Is that charge true? 
Can it be shown at all? Some of our school 
friends much dislike the association of their 
names with the work of the unbelieving. 
We do not blame them for such dislike. 
Were we occupying their positions we should 
not fancy such imputations. We should not 
like to be classed as a Christian school and 
at the same time considered leaders in un- 
belief, especially in the unbelief which seeks 
to win the young people of the Church of 
Christ to the way of the doubting and dis- 
believing. 

It is true, as we see it, that any school 
which dislikes to be classified as doubting 
the truths of Christianity, has but one safe 
way to protect itself from such charges, 
viz.: Be sure that there is not any just 
cause for the charge. Maintain this fact and 
you will have little to fear from any source, 
as against the school. Personally we have 
never yet seen why any school should permit 
itself to be so classed, since it is the easiest 
matter to free a school from such charges, 
provided there be no truth in the charge. 
Assert your freedom, your innocence, and 
then live according to your assertions and 
you will find your deliverance from the 
semblance of unbelief speedy and thorough. 

We havei been led to these reflections by 
some facts which have been recently brought 
out by Prof. James H. Leuba, in a work 
recently published by’Sherman, French and 
Company. It seems that Prof. Leuba has 
sought for facts and he thinks he has them. 
He declares that his’ investigation shows 
that only fifty per cent. of the lesser men of 
science and thirty per cent. of the more emi- 
nent men believe in a personal God. He also 
claims to find that sixty-five per cent. of the 
lesser men and thirty-five per cent. of the 
greater men of science believe in personal 
immortality. He also asserts that a large 
per cent. of college students, as their hori- 
zon widens, also abandon these cardinal 
Christian beliefs. He also holds that there 
is a close correlation between eminence and 
ability and disbelief. 

Are these facts, as given by Prof. Leuba, 
true? If they are not, there ought to be 
some way to disprove them and quickly. If 
they are true, then by all means the Church 
and its ministry need to awaken to the true 
situation and make an effort to stem and 
stay this tide of Satan’s inflow. The Church 
cannot be helped by unbelief! That is just 
one of the leading elements to combat which 
the Church was instituted and for which the 
Church is maintained. Now if our church 
schools are really what Prof. Leuba says 
they are, instead of supporting them and 
encouraging them, it is high time that they 


were hung on the rack to dry out, till such 
time as they can take their place as the 
true and tried friends of Jesus and His 
Church. It is worse than foolish for the 
Church to give its life and means to support 
institutions which are indeed against its 
health and life. This is not a pleasing as- 
sertion, we are aware, but if the situation is’ 
as Prof. Leuba claims, then, pleasant or un- 
pleasant, we must face it and seek to cor- 
rect it. But are the facts as represented? 
That is the question which faces us. We are 
unable to deny his assertions directly, as to 
schools in general. We do not believe his 
statements are correct, as applying to our 
own schools, but that they may be correct 
as applying to many schools, we cannot 
deny, since he made an investigation and 
claims to have the answers which justify 
his conclusions. One thing is certain: If he 
has the truth, all Christian men and women 
need to watch with exceeding care the 
schools to which they may send their boys 
and girls for training. We are educating 
our boys and girls in the hope of better 
qualifying them for Christian life and ser- 
vice. Instead of so doing, if, as he asserts, 
we are actually having the young people 
prepared to stand for and defend unbelief, 
it is time the Church of Christ were awak- 
ing to the situation and playing its part 
in an effort to clean out and clean up our 
schools, till they may become centers of 
true Christian education. 


It is useless to close our eyes to the facts 
and declare that the results of his investi- 
gation are not true. He has made the inves- 
tigation. Have the true friends of the 
Church of Christ done that much? Have we 
courageously faced the situation and ascer- 
tained the facts for ourselves? Have we as- 
sured ourselves of the facts? We do not 
here refer to our own schools, for we believe 
better things of them, but we ought to do 
our part to check such tendencies anywhere 
and so do our best to preserve to the Church 
of Christ the splendid equipment of true 
Christian training. 

Even in our public schools it is affirmed 
that much evil is permitted. There has long 
been an effort to rule the Bible out of the 
public schools, and while this is true, it is 
strongly affirmed that there is another ef- 
fort going on, and with much success, to 
have the dance introduced into the public 
schools, and it is asserted that success has 
attended the effort in many places. Shall we 
permit our boys and girls to be thus brought 
under the influence of the dance? If so. we 
may count on the loss of a large per cent. 
of them ere they reach the years of matur- 
ity. The truth is, Christians are not suffi- 
ciently determined to meet and rebuke these 
efforts, and the results are disastrously 
against the best interests of the Church. It 
has been claimed that the Sunday-school 
loses seventy-five per cent. of its boys as 
they come to years of more or less maturity. 
Again and again, it has been asked: Why 
is this so? We have blamed the Sunday- 
school, but who can say that the teaching in 
the public school in many instances is not 
responsible for the loss of this seventy-five 
per cent. of our Sunday-school boys? You 
may call us alarmists, but we believe the 
facts warrant us in being alarmed, and be- 








JANUARY 8, 1918 


lieving that, we dare to say to the public, it 
is time to stay this tide of evil, as it is 
thrown before us. 


’ 


THE “MAN, WHO, THOUGH HE HAD 
THE KEY, COULD NOT UNLOCK 
THE DOOR 


It seems quite unreasonable. It must be 
that he did not wish to go in, or he would 
have unlocked the door. He professed to 
wish to go in—he prayed for the things 
which he could get by unlocking the door, as 
if he really did wish the door unlocked, but 
he would not take the key and even try to 
unlock it. An anonymous writer in The 
Herald and Presbyter makes it plain as to 
just why this man, though holding in his 
own hand the key, refused to unlock the 

oor. That writer says: 


Did you ever hear a man remind the 
Lord of His promise in Malachi 3:10? I 
have, many a time. I have heard men call 
on the Lord to open those windows of heav- 
en and pour out the blessing. It would seem 
as if they would break the glass out of the 
windows or have the Lord tear the frames 
to pieces, they were so anxious for the bless- 
ing; but the windows didn’t open, the bless- 
ing didn’t come, and they felt a little hard 
toward the Lord for the failure. But all the 
time they had the key in their pockets and 
didn’t use it. 

How does that passage read: Look sharp: 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive 


You can’t keep the key in your pocket and 
get the blessing. How much noise is wasted 
over this text, and it is called prayer. Ful- 
fil the condition and God will fulfil the 
promise. 


If all persons who use the form of prayer 
would stop and make sure of the conditions 
on which the promise may be fulfilled—the 
prayer answered—and then do what the 
conditions require, it would be a wonder to 
see how many prayers would be answered. 
The Lord does not require any impossible 
thing. When He puts in a condition on 
which He will answer our prayers, we might 
as well get busy to find out just what the 
condition includes, and then decide if we 
wish the thing promised enough to meet the 
conditions. If we do, we may proceed to 
meet the conditions with every assurance 
that we shall get the desired answer from 
the Lord, but if we are not willing to meet 
the conditions, we might as well go about 
our business, for until we meet the condi- 
tions, the prayer cannot be answered. If 
you wish the windows of Heaven opened, 
then do as the Lord said, bring into the 
storehouse all the tithes that the things 
which are needed in kingdom of Christ may 
be supplied, and the window will open, and 
your prayer will be answered. (Mal. 3: 10) 
God help us to remember that often when 
we pray, no answer comes because we have 
the key in our pockets, but refuse to use the 
key to unlock the door—do what the condi- 
tion calls for and the answer will come. 


*** Some one says it is not necessary for 
the preacher to preach his old sermons in 
order to present old truths. Well said. Let 
us act on the suggestion. 











*** A Happy New Year to all! 


*** Rev. A. W. Hirby, assisted by Rev. 
D. G. Pleasant, is engaged in a meeting at 
Lower Stillwater (Polk), north of Dayton. 


*** Not self-centered, but Christ-centered 
—there is the secret of joy, rest, and happi- 
ness,—Jon. T. Faris. That is well worth 
our prayerful thought. 


*** Rev. E. C. Hall has in this issue a 
discussion which will, we trust, have many 
readers. It is a bit lengthy, but give it the 
time needed, and we believe you will not 
regret it. 


*** Every joy and sorrow in our lives 
is a hiding place, with an ascent and descent 
on either hand, from which we must either 
go downward or upward.—W. Pennefather. 
That thought is worth your best attention. 


*** Let us start the New Year right with 
God—then we may look for true happiness 
and large fruitfulness—large as our capac- 
ity and opportunity will permit under the 
blessings of God. Yes, to all we say, A 
Happy New Year! 


*** Let us not forget that the form of 
godliness is beautiful enough, but it is real- 
ly valueless unless we have the power of 
godliness behind it. Christ in us is just as 
truly the hope of glory now as it was when 
Paul gave expression to that sentiment. 


*** January 7th, Rev. McD. Howsare 
will begin a series of meetings with the 
First Christian church of Dayton. Rev. 
Leon E. Smith, of Huntington, Ind., is to 
assist him. We invoke the prayers of our 
readers in behalf of the work to be thus 
undertaken. 


*** Our brethren will rejoice with Dr. R. 
Lee Kirkland in that he has had his eye- 
sight restored to its normal condition by an 
operation for the removal of cataracts. Both 
eyes were afflicted, but complete relief seems 
to have been given to him. See his letter 
elsewhere in this issue. See page 24. 


*** The midyear meeting of the Woman’s 
Mission Board of the Western Indiana 
Christian Conference will be held at the 
Community House, Crawfordsville, Ind., 
Jan. 9, 1918. A number of interesting speak- 
ers will be present to participate in the dis- 
cussions. A full attendance is desired. 


« *** In the death of Rev. M. P. Julian, 
which took place recently at his home in St. 
Cloud, Fla., the Christian Church has lost 
a warm friend and a devoted minister. We 
wish some of his friends might prepare a 
suitable sketch of his life and labors. He 
had preached in many parts of the United 
States. For some years his health had been 
failing. May God’s blessings rest upon his 
loved ones. 


*** There is a great lack of pastors. 
However, another trouble is quite as serious, 
and that is to get the pastors and churches 
to fit in. Some of the churches some pas- 
tors do not wish, and some churches will not 
be satisfied with some pastors. If pastors 








and churches could be bent on the one end 
of doing the Father’s will, it might be much 
easier to adjust these matters and provide 
for the needs of all, both pastors and 
churches. 


*** What is meekness? We mean Chris- 
tian meekness? It is not putting yourself 
in the way of other people and then telling 
them that they may walk over you, if they 
wish. It is rather yielding your life to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Then may we 
ask, Have you the meekness which Christ 
so surely approved when He said: “Bless- 
ed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth?” 


*** We talk of miracles, and sometimes 
as if they were a thing of the past, but are 
they? We think not. The Lord our God 
continues to work miracles whenever He 
finds a need to do so. Thomas Phillips 
says: “There is a peace that passeth un- 
derstanding and transcendeth earthly ex- 
perience. It is only God that can produce 
that. It is one of the miracles of His grace.” 
Such miracles God works in human hearts 
when He finds the heart that is ready to 
have it done. 


*** Rev. Levi Gilbert, D. D., for sixteen 
years editor of The Western Christian Ad- 
vocate, passed away at Cincinnati, Decem- 
ber 24, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 
He was a strong writer and a hard worker. 
Our fellowship with him was delightful, not 
that we always agreed, but because he was 
kind hearted and genial and always big 
enough in heart to be brotherly toward one 
from whom he differed. We tender to his 
loved ones and to his Church our sincere 
sympathy in their loss and sorrow. 


*** T have just finished reading McCon- 
key’s Three-fold Secret of the Holy Spirit, 
which is another message to Christians.— 
Miss Minnie Lohr, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. That 
is indeed a fine presentation of a great ques- 
tion—one that is needed in every home in 
the land. Indeed, to read the little book 
prayerfully would be a blessing to any 
Christian. A copy will be sent to any one 
who will enclose a three-cent stamp to pay 
the postage, asking for it. It is published 
and sent out without charge, but of course, 
the person asking for it ought to pay the 
postage necessary to bring it. Address The 
Silver Publishing Co., 1018 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


*** This is Union Christian College Num- 
ber of THE HERALD. There are only two 
articles, and they are not lengthy. We be- 
speak for these the careful attention of our 
readers. Every lover of the Christian 
Church and its work ought to be interested 
in the success of “U. C.” It has done a 
great work in the past, and it is doing a 
great work now. President Hershey is yet 
a young man, toiling heroically for the 
cause. He deserves our sympathy and our 
active help, so far as it may be in our 
power to give these. It is not right to lay 
a heavy burden on a young man in the in- 


terest of the cause, and then turn off and 
allow him to carry the whole thing on his 
shoulders. Let us stand by him and en- 
courage him as he passes through hard 
places. We owe it to him, and above all 
else we owe it to the cause of Christ, to see 
that such an one is given a helping hand, 
day by day and step by step. 


*** In The Centennial of Religious Jour- 
nalism I noticed a picture of the late Jesse 
Burkholder, who must have been the man 
with whom my father boarded many years 
ago while he was in Virginia. To-day my 
mind keeps going back to his work. There 
were imperfections in his work, of course, 
just as there are in the work of all men, 
but in some things he excelled. He had the 
most forgiving spirit and the greatest faith 
I have ever seen. He could quote Scripture 
with the greatest exactness. He also had 
the greatest knack of turning all conversa- 
tion to spiritual things. He was also very 
bright and original in expression. He was 
educated in Oberlin under Finney and the 
Fairchilds. He began his work in Virginia 
with the Joppa and Timber Ridge churches. 
He had a great love for Virginia and her 
people, which was natural, as his parents 
came from that State, as did also mother’s 
mother. The war drove him away from 
Virginia, but he intended to return after the 
war, as the people desired it. I do not sup- 
pose there are any left who may still re- 
member him. . . For some reason the 
Lord kept him here, serving weak churches, 
although there were other openings. Mod- 
ern preachers might call him a failure, but 
his work bears a different testimony, for 
some of the best church members I meet 
now were converted under his preaching. 
His manner of sermonizing was striking— 
when he set his mind and heart on any one 
to bring them to Christ, he never gave up 
till such an one was won. Many times after 
working hard all day he would drive nearly 
all night, sleeping what he could in his bug- 
gy, to reach an appointment, or to attend a 
funeral. The roads, weather, or distance 
did not stop him, whether he received pay 
or not (and compensation was always small) 
he went when and where duty called. I am 
sure he gave to church benevolences as much 
as he ever received, and with it all, he put 
his children through school. When I hear 
a man, who gets a good salary, talk of sac- 
rificing for the cause, I must confess it tries 
my patience, for he really knows nothing 
of sacrifice. Our every need has always 
been met, for God is good and faithful, even 
if we are not.—Miss Minnie Lohr, Mt. Ver- 
non, Ohio. If our sister could visit Win- 
chester, Va., she would find one of that 
city’s most substantial citizens wearing the 
name of Lohr Capper. We have no doubt 
his parents named him in honor of her 
father, for they were devoted members of 
the Timper Ridge church, where a part of 
his useful ministry was spent. We are 
sure that many of the few remaining mem- 
bers of that church, who were living in his 
day, will be glad to read this little item 
from the daughter of their old pastor. 
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THE BIRTH OF 


A NEW VISION 


A NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE 
By Rev. J. C. Orebaugh, Linn Grove, Indiana 


We stand at the threshold of another 
year. The past is irrevocable. The future 
is before us. How shall we prepare our- 
selves for service the great future demands? 
The New Year admonishes with a triple ex- 
hortation. It bids us think of three tenses: 
the past, the present, and the future. When 
we think of the past, we must confess, as 
‘did Jacob when he answered Pharaoh: “Few 
and evil have the days of my life been.” 
We behold and repent of lost opportunities 
We see our ingratitudes, and unfaithful- 
ness. We see the drifting of nations away 
from God. Drifting far out into the night, 
when many are made to cry out: “Watch- 
man, what of the night? Watchman, what 
of the night?” We had hoped for the com- 
ing of the day, of which the angels sang, 
“Peace on earth, good will toward men.” 
But as nations have forgotten God, the 
great and terrible conflict is on. “Perilous 
times” have dawned upon us. Viewing the 
past with its rapid changes, the stern reali- 
zation of present conditions, comes the de- 
mand of the Birth of a New Vision for fu- 
ture activities. Great tasks are awaiting 
us. We must catch a new and broader 
vision of life’s opportunities, of Faith’s vis- 
ion of our Heavenly Allies. “And he an- 
swered, Fear not, for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them... 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man, and he saw, and behold: horses and 
chariots round about Elisha.” (2 Kings 
6: 16,17) A vision of a new world, a new 
socialism or fellowship of love, cosmo- 
politan in nature. We cannot live on the 
mountain and be immuned from the diseased 
of the valley. 

So as we enter the portal of a new period, 
let us grasp with a firmer determination 
than ever before, real faith in God and Je- 
sus Christ, and work for the future. Truly 
something better than present conditions 
must be achieved. Let each of us newly re- 
solve by word and example, to bring about 
the desired confirmation. 

For each individual life great tasks are 
in prospect. 


CHAPEL TALKS AT EMORY COLLEGE 
BY ELAM FRANKLIN DEMPSEY 


DENIAL OF SELF 


Text: Phil. 2: 5—“Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

“This mind”—the one explained by the 
first eleven verses of this chapter—in a 
word, let that denial of self be in you which 
‘was seen in Jesus when He emptied Him- 
self of His glory to save lost souls. The 
keen knife which will cut out of us this 
malignant tumor, self, is a heaven-inspired 
love for God and man; a love that forgets 
everything about itself in its absorption in 
seeking out the best things for God and 
its fellow men. Verse 4. 

Such a love I discovered while at the re- 
cent session of the North Georgia Annual 
Conference. While there, I met the fathers 


and mothers of several of our students. And, 
as they talked with me of you, their boys, I 
had such a revelation of a parent’s love for 
his child as I had never had before, al- 
though, of course, I had recognized it all the 
time, in a way. 

But, gentlemen, God knows if you knew 
how-your fathers and mothers love you and 
yearn over you, you would never wound 
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them again, by your failure in fidelity or 
manliness, as Jong as you live! 

You can’t imagine how glad I was that 
you had made it possible for me to say 
gracious things to them about you. 

The truth of the matter is, when I con- 
sent to love you, I expose myself to being 
hurt by you. If I don’t care anything about 
you, you can’t hurt me—my indifference is 
a shield over my heart. But when I love 
you, I bare my heart to you not only for 
you to make rapturous with your love in. 
return, but for you by your indifference or 
failure, to stab again and again. Because 
your parents so love you, therefore, your 
neglect of them or your failures in manli- 
ness can make them die a thousand deaths. 
May God help you to be dutiful and loving 
sons! And what I pray for you, I ask for 
myself also. 


OUR OBLIGATION 

Mrs. Phebe A. Curtiss, of Columbus, Sup- 
erintendent of the Home Department as well 
as of the Elementary Division of the Ohio 
Sunday-School Association, addressed the 
Ohio Adult Bible Class Convention recently 
held in Norwood, Ohio, on “Our Obligation 
to the Non-Attending Membership,” which 
membership, Mrs. Curtiss said, means the 
Home Department. 

Mrs. Curtiss briefly outlined the work of 
the Home Department and showed how 
many different classes of people may be in- 
cluded in it—the aged, the sick, those whose 
work detain them from attending, etc. She 
showed some ways in which the Home De- 
partment may be made to have greater pro- 
ficiency and proposed to the Adult Class 
people that they have a responsibility in 
this, as the Home Department, she said, is 
really a part of the Adult Division. 
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“Many times an Adult Class can take the 
Home Department of the school as one of 
its avenues for work, one of its members 
acting as superintendent and others as vis- 
itors for the department,” Mrs. Curtiss 
said. “Then, too, each organized class should 
hold itself responsible for ministering to 
certain members of the Home Department, 
who, when they can attend Sunday-school, 
would fit into that particular class. 

“One feature which might well be em- 
phasized at this particular time is a plan 
for increasing the interest of the Home De- 
partment members by giving them some- 
thing to do. So much of the work that is 
being done for the Red Cross might be easily 
done by some of the more elderly members 
and by the shut-ins, if the superintendent 
and visitors will plan to get the work to 
them. It is another opportunity to give ‘ex- 
pression’ and is as valuable for these matur- 
er people as we have learned as it is for 
children.” 


MORE SHRINE WORSHIP 
To the Editor of The Japan Advertiser: 

Sir:—In February, 1915, you kindly pub- 
lished a letter I wrote about the children of 
this city being taken to the Futaara, or as 
the masses call it, the Myojin Shrine for 
worship. Some of the teachers instructed 
their pupils to pray for good crops. 

November 8, 1916, 8,000 school children 
carried flags and marched through all of the 
principal streets of the city, singing as they 
marched. At the close of the procession, 
each class was guided to the Myojin Shrine 
and required to imitate its teacher in bow- 
ing before the open doors. I stood just be- 
side the shrine and saw it all. Some Sun- 
day-school pupils and a few teachers went 
by without bowing. 

This year, on Sunday, October 21, all the 
scholars were ordered to go with their teach- 
ers for more worship. Did not hear of any 
flags or procession this time. For Christian 
children, that was discarding the Fourth 
Commandment, even if they saved the First 
by disclaiming the “worship.” 

As I did not hear of the plan until Satur- 
day night, I went early Sunday morning 
to try to dissuade a Christian teacher from 
attending. She replied that she must, that 
all the teachers must, that it was a com- 
mand from the Ken Cho and to refuse to 
obey it would cause a great disturbance 
(Gosawagi). 

There are several teachers in this city who 
are professing Christians and hundreds -of 
children who attend the Sunday-schools and 
have more or less faith in Jesus Christ. 
They, some of them at least, know that the 
Constitution of Japan allows religious lib- 
erty. Is there no way by which they may 
have it? Is there no one of power who will 
liberate them? I know of united prayer for 
their release. I know of Japanese who are 
ashamed of this “unenlightened” province. 
Who will bring aid? Who will help, now, 
quickly? 

SUSIE V. Fry. 
(Mrs. E. C. Fry.) 
Utsunomiya, Oct. 24, 1917. 


“The teachings and example of Jesus 
Christ should be carefully followed by all 
who profess to be Christians.” 


———— 
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GIVING THE PRISONERS LIBERTY 


By Rev. Chas. H. Spurgeon 


Perhaps the greatest preacher Christian- 


‘ity has produced since the days of the Apos- 


tle Paul was Charles H. Spurgeon, the well- 
known London preacher, who was called to 
his reward a few years ago while he was 
yet comparatively a young man, at least 
not much past middle life. As a preacher of 
the simple gospel of Jesus Christ, he was 
not only one of the 
ablest but also one 
of the most prolific 
preachers the world 
has ever seen. Since 
his death, his sermons 
have appeared weekly, 
almost as if he were 
yet living in the flesh. 
Till recently we be- 
lieve they are not so 
plentiful. But think 
of it!—Spurgeon pub- Rev. C. H. SPURGEON 
lished voluminously during his life, and then 
left enough sermon manuscripts behind to 
keep up their weekly publication for twenty- 
five years following his death. We doubt 
that any other preacher has left behind him 
in modern times such a record! 

Beginning with this issue, we are giving 
to our readers a series of papers by Mr. 
Spurgeon on “Giving the Prisoners Liberty,” 
based on the text: “The Lord looseth the 
prisoners.” Psa. 146: 7. 





IN FOUR PARTS—PART ONE 


When preaching last Tuesday in Dover, 
the mayor of the town very courteously 
lent the ancient town-hall for the service, 
and in passing along to reach a private en- 
trance, I noticed a large number of grated 
windows upon a lower level than the great 
hall. These belonged to the prison cells 
where persons committed for offenses within 
the jurisdiction of the borough were con- 
fined. It at once struck me as a singular 
combination, that we should be preaching 
the gospel of liberty in the upper chamber, 
while there were prisoners of the law be- 
neath us. Perhaps when we sang praises to 
God, the prisoners, like those who were in 
the same jail with Paul and Silas, heard 
us; but the free word above did not give 
them liberty, nor did the voice of song loose 
their bonds. Alas! what a picture is this of 
many in our congregations. We preach 
liberty to the captives; we proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord; but how many 
remain year after year in the bondage of 
Satan, slaves to sin. We send up our notes 
of praise right joyously to our Father who 
is in heaven, but our praises cannot give 
them joy, for alas! their hearts are unused 
to gratitude. Some of them are mourning 
on account of unpardoned sin, and others 
of them are deploring their blighted hopes, 
for they have looked for comfort where it 
fis never to be found. Let us breathe a 
prayer at the commencement of the sermon 
this morning. “Lord, break the fetters, and 
set free the captives. Glorify thyself this 
morning by proving thyself to be Jehovah, 
who looseth the prisoners.” 


AN EXPRESSIVE DAY-DREAM 


The little circumstance which I have men- 
tioned fixed itself in my mind and in my 
private meditations it thrust itself upon me. 
My thoughts ran somewhat in an allegory, 
until I gave imagination its full rein and 
bid her bear me at her will. In my day- 
dream I thought that some angelic warder 
was leading me along the corridors of this 
great world-prison, and bidding me look into 
the various cells where: the prisoners were 
confined, reminding me ever and anon as I 
looked sorrowful, that “Jehovah looseth the 
prisoners.” What I thought of, I will now 
tell out to you. The dress of the sermon may 
be metaphorical; but my only aim is to utter 
comforting, substantial truth; and may the 
Master grant that some of you who have 
been in these prisons, as I have been, may 
this day come out of them, and rejoice that 
the Lord has loosed you. 


THE COMMON PRISON 


The first cell to which I went, and to 
which I shall conduct you, is called the com- 
mon prison. In this common prison, innu- 
merable souls are shut up. It were useless to 
attempt to count them; they are legion; 
their number is ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand. This is the ward of sin. All the 
human race have been prisoners here; and 
those who this day are perfectly at liberty, 
once wore the heavy chain, and were im- 
mured within the black walls of this enor- 
mous prison. I stepped into it, and to my 
surprise, instead of hearing, as I had ex- 
pected, notes of mourning and lament, I 
heard loud and repeated bursts of laughter. 
The mirth was boisterous and obstreperous. 
The profane were cursing and blaspheming; 
cthers were shouting as though they had 
found great spoil. I looked into the faces 
of some of the criminals, and saw sparkling 
gaiety: their aspect was rather that of wed- 
ding-guests than of prisoners. Walking to 
and fro, I noticed captives who boasted that 
they were free, and when I spoke to them of 
their prison-house, and urged them to es- 
cape, they resented my advice, saying, “We 
were born free, and were never in bondage 
unto any man.” They bade me prove my 
words; and when I pointed to the irons on 
their wrists, they laughed at me, and said 
these were ornaments which gave forth 
music as they moved; it was only my dull 
sombre mind, they said, which made me 
talk of clanking fetters and jingling chains. 
There were men fettered hard and fast to 
foul and evil vices, and these called them- 
selves free-livers, while others whose very 
thoughts were bound, for the iron had en- 
tered into their soul, with braggart looks, 
cried out to me, that they were free-think- 
ers. Truly, I had never seen such bond- 
slaves in my life before, nor any so fast 
manacled as these, but ever did I mark as 
I walked this prison through and through, 
that the most fettered thought themselves 
the most free, and those who were in the 
darkest part of the dungeon, thought they 
had most light, and those whom I considered 
to be the most wretched, and the most to be 
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pitied, were the very ones who laughed the 
most, and raved most. madly and boister- 
ously in their. mirth. 


A BRIGHT SPIRIT 


I looked with sorrow, but as I looked; I 
saw a bright spirit touch a prisoner on the 
shoulder, who thereon withdrew. with the 
shining one. He went out, and I knew, for 
I had read the text—“The Lord looseth the 
prisoners.” I knew that the prisoner had 
been loosed from the house of bondage. But 
I noted that as he went-forth his late bond- 
fellows laughed and pointed with the finger, 
and called him sniveler, hypocrite, mean 
pretender, and all ill names, until the prison 
walls rang and rang again with their mirth- 
ful contempt! I watched, and saw the mys- 
terious visitant touch another, and then an- 
other, and another, and they disappeared. 
The common conversation of the prison said 
that they had gone mad; that they were 
become slaves, or miserable fanatics, where- 
as I knew that they were gone to be free 
forever; emancipated from every bond. 

(To be continued) 


IS MY QUESTION ANSWERED REGARD- 


ING MICHIGAN CHURCHES? 


In Bro. S. W. Potter’s reply of Dec. 13, he 
very kindly says: first, “No pastor desires 
to blow his own horn in weekly or semi- 
weekly reports,” and I am sure no one 
would desire that. But, would not a blast 
from the gospel trumpet once a month do 
us all good? What Christian does not en- 
joy a testimony meeting? I gave my heart 
to Christ and hand to the Christian Church 
in Michigan seventy years ago and have 
traveled miles to attend fellowship meetings 
every month. What for? To get the tes- 
timony of others, and give my own. And 
after being located where there is no Chris- 
tian church for the past forty years do you 
wonder that I want to hear from those of 
the same fellowship? 

In the fifth division of Bro. Potter’s reply, 
he speaks of where there are churches of 
other denominations who are as liberal in 
the interpretation of Biblical teaching, liv- 
ing next door, our church can afford <o die. 

Well, he may be more fruitful in his dis- 
coveries than I have been, but I have not 
found them. 

We are told when Jesus, the Head of the 
Church, was asked, What is the matter with 
the Church? He simply told them they did 
not pray enough. For this kind goeth not 
out except by prayer and fasting. Now, 
brother, is this not what is needed in pulpit 
and pew, not only in Michigan, but in oth- 
er States as well? 

I was pleased with Bro. Lucas’ article in 
HERALD of December 20, 1917. Yes, let the 
pastors tell us. Not what they have done, 
but what the Lord has wrought through a 
united Church, backed up by the Holy 
Spirit. Wo. L. CORYELL. 

Kiowa, Kansas, Dec. @4, 1917. 











Unless a man has an aim, his life is like 
a harness, al) the parts of which have been 
unbuckled from their fellows, and which are 
so many separate straps heaped up in a 
room. Unless they be put together again 
and placed on the horse, he cannot draw.— 
Beecher. 
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Union Christian College Day=An Opportunity =An Obligation 


Perhaps the most conspicuous aspect of 
our war work is the popular response to the 
emergencies that have arisen. Epoch mak- 
ing events have been so numerous during 
the past ten months that it seems impossible 
to single out from the others as deserving 
special mention, but, certainly, in all of 
these events, the American people have giv- 
én a response to the demands of these un- 
usual times and conditions in such a spirit of 
cooperation and generosity as to give us 
every assurance that the response will be 
adequate for every enterprise our govern- 
ment must necessarily launch in this world 
conflict. We have provided liberally for the 
Red Cross work, for the Y. M. C. A., and 
for the government itself we have given 
generously, and with the utmost confidence, 
because it is our government, both men anc 
money. 

At this time we are presenting to the 
Christian conferences and churches of In- 
diana and Illinois the peculiar needs and 
opportunities of Union Christian College. 
Every householder knows of the added ex- 
pense involved in maintaining his home, but 
only those who are buying the supplies nec- 
essary for an educational institution know 
of the unusual costs of everything used in 
such institutions. And, then, these added 
expenses come just as the income is reduced 
by a slight decrease in our enrollment. Ev- 
ery effort is being made to limit our expen- 
ses without impairing the usefulness of the 
college and the progress of the institution, 
but the usual difficulty of financing a church 
school is greatly augmented by the present, 
unusual war situation. 

Now, just as the American people, the 
people of our churches together with the 
people of other churches and no church, have 
provided for the government and for the 
organizations designed to minister to our 
soldiers, just so do we believe the people of 
our church will respond to the peculiar 
needs of our own institution at this time. 


The State conferences of Indiana and III- 
inois have designated the Second Sunday of 
January, or the nearest convenient Sunday 
thereto as Union Christian College Day. The 
churches of these two States have increased 
their interest and their offerings in a most 
gratifying manner during the past few 
years, and we have reason to believe that 
an increased interest will be manifested this 
year, but in this brief message to the 
churches we seek earnestly to indicate the 
peculiar and insistent needs of the college 
and to ask confidently for a response worthy 
of our efforts and accomplishments at the 
college, and worthy of the splendid constit- 
uency in the great States of Indiana and 
Illinois. 

The action taken by the State conferences 
relative to the observance of Union Chris- 
tian College Day provided for the presenta- 
tion to the people of the legitimate claims 
of Christian education in general and of 
Union Christian College in particular, and 
the further provision was made for receiv- 
ing an offering from the people for the col- 
lege. Both items are important and the ac- 
tion of the conferences was wise in provid- 
ing as it did for Christian education. The 
opportunity is now given to the churches 


and the obligation is imposed upon them to 
carry out the action of the conferences. 

In addition to the vote of the State organ- 
ization many of the local conferences en- 
forced the action for the observance of U. 
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C. College Day by adopting resolutions call- 
ing upon all the churches of the conferences 
to give special consideration to the work the 
college is doing. mn 


C. B. HERSHEY, President. 








THE SMALL COLLEGE 


When Plato, following the lead of his 
teacher, Socrates, gave to the world those 
lofty ideals of education, perhaps he little 
thought how wide would be their accept- 
ance in educational and social work at this 
remote period. Perhaps hé was not prophet 
enough to see dimly into the future of twen- 
ty-four hundred years and fcretell the con- 
ditions that would then exist, making his 
ideals more helpful. However that may be, 
the Socratic Art which he gave to the world 
has been of great and helpful influence. And 
so lofty is it in its ideals and purposes and 
so easy in its applications to present-date 
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conditions, that there seems little reason 
why it should not have a wider acceptance. 

First of all, Plato holds Absolute Truth 
as the rightful goal of human endeavor. 
The attainment of this goal in modern in- 
terpretation is nothing more than the attain- 
ment of full and well-rounded. character. in 


which there is a corresponding development 
in body, mind, and spirit. Both’Plato and 
his teacher believed that truth was a force 
latent in the soul, that it could be brought 
to consciousness by reflection, that the 
method was the “Verbal form of a series of 
questions and answers.” This method of 
the dialogue is the one most frequently em- 
ployed by Plato in his writings. The meth- 
od requires that the teacher know the na- 
ture of the soul, how it acts and is acted 
upon, “why it is that one form of argu- 
ment will apply to one soul and an entirély 
different argument to another.” The teach- 
er should know something of the nature of 
his pupil, of his ambitions, and daily life, 
and be able to adapt his methods of ap- 
proach accordingly. ee 

Making allowance for Plato’s aristocratic 
tendency, we can appreciate his teaching 
that the highest purpose of man is to find 
truth for himself and then to direct. others 
to it. The idea is well presented in Dr. 
Bryan’s Introduction to Phaedrus. “I will 
seek to know not only what souls need, but 
what THIS soul needs. I will not stand at 
a distance. I will not trust to writing. I 
will face the man. I will sit beside him. 
...1 will first hear his... say. I will 
join in his enthusiasms so far as they are 
good. . And when we are together, he 
and I, in the close and joyful companion- 
ship, I will ask him to walk with me. . ..” 

The foregoing suggests problems for 
modern higher education. The emphasis in 
much of our modern public school education 
is upon system and method. It is true that 
much more is being required of the teachers 
in the matter of training. Yet there is much 
of uniformity, much of red tape, in the 
making and the training of our teachers. 
The emphasis here again is upon method 
and systematization. Whether we will it or 
not the child in the school is taught a uni- 
form course of study, with a standardized 
method, by a standardized teacher. This 
in itself-may not result in any injustice to 
the child. Asa rule the child comes to know 
his teacher quite well. He spends from 
three to six hours a day in the school. If 
the number of pupils in the grade is not too 
great he may even enjoy and profit by close 
contact and acquaintance with the teacher, 
granting, of course, that the teacher real- 
izes the great opportunity for good in such 
a relationship. But when the pupil reaches 
the college or university his problem will 
likely be very different. Here again system 
and method may receive a greater emphasis 
than the teacher. If the school is large the 
student may not even come to know his 
teacher. So he will probably have to look 
elsewhere for, or do without, the inspiration 
and personal guidance which the real teach- 
er will be able to give. 

Psychology to-day is doing wonders in 
pointing out and clarifying important prob- 
lems of education. We hear much to-day 
about individual differences. | Meumann’s 
Psychology of Learning gives a wealth of 
information, based on experiment, showing 
the great diversity in ideational types. The 
work points out the fact that the processes 
of learning in individuals are so varied that 
an adjustment of method to the individual 
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is necessary if a maximum of efficiency is to 
be attained. 


A casual observer would note that the 
average age of students of the grades, sec- 
ondary schools, and colleges is younger now 
than what it was fifty years ago, or even 
fifteen years ago. The materialistic trend 
has tended to focus the attention of the 
things a student’s preparation should bring 
to him in tangible form, and has tended to 
accelerate his activities in that direction. 
He is encouraged directly or indirectly to 
hasten his preparation for a life-work. It 
is the tendency to put upon youth, at an 
earlier age, the responsibility for the choice 
of a life-work. Is the period of adolescence 
the time for choosing a life-work? Has the 
adolescent mind attained a proper balance, 
making a wise choice possible? Does an 
adolescent know himself sufficiently well 
to determine definitely and well what his 
future work should be? If there is any 
reason for answering these questions nega- 
tively—and there seems to be some ground 
for answering them negatively—surely stu- 
dents in secondary school work and early 
college work should not be thrown entirely 
on their own resources in this period of men- 
tal growth. And here is where the per- 
sonal touch, sympathy, and helpfulness of 
a real teacher should prove invaluable. 


When the conditions of instruction in 
higher education are such that individual 
differences of students may receive proper 
recognition, when the respon- 
sibility of teachers in higher 
education shall not be ful- 
filled merely with the giving 
of instruction, when students 
are made to realize that “‘c 
become” is equally as impo:- 
tant as “to know,” then mrv 
be seen something of the high 
purpose of education in the 
process of realization. And 
now we come to a brief s‘a‘c- 
ment of the problem. Shall 
the mission of the teacher be 
fulfilled in guiding the stu- 
dent in investigation and re- 
search in the _ intellectual 
realm, or should there be 
added to this the responsibil- 
ity for a development of a 
character that is right and 
good, and for the direction 
into the noblest work of which 
the student is capable. 

If there is one advantage which the sma” 
college possesses over the large college and 
university, it is in the opportunity ‘it gives 
for the working out of the Socratic Art. 
Here it is physically possible for the teache~ 
to come to know the student, to share his 
problems, to direct in their solution, and all 
this in addition to instruction which may be 
just as thorough as that received in the lar- 
ger schools. - Because of limited numbe~ 
each student has an enlarged opportunity 
to share in the activities of the student or 
ganizations, religious, literary, and athletic. 
And the definite religious instruction and 
training in the small church college, in this 
day when the same is so frequentlyy neglect- 
ed in the home and prohibited in the public 
schools, forms a very worthy aim and ac- 
conmiplishment. 

Such are the opportunities which the 
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small college may give. They are oppor- 
tunities to which parents interested in the 
more complete development of their children 
might well give heed. Given an adequate 
equipment in laboratory and library facil- 
ities, a teaching force that is not over- 
worked, and the small college can guaran- 
tee a standard of scholarship and character, 
the best attainable in the educational insti- 
tutions of the country. It is not a mere 
dream that sees in the small colleges th« 
“select schools of the country.” The oppor 
tunity is there, and may reach its fulles* 
realization in the cooperation of those who 
regard a “full and well-rounded character” 
as the highest goal of human endeavor. 


GAULT W. PLEASANT, Secretary. 


FAITH 
BY ALICE MATHEWS 


I cannot say where trembling years may 
throw 

The kindly happiness to-day I know— 

A cold, cold dirge may sweep it far adrift 

Out on the ocean-time, still I shall lift 

My trusting eyes above the disappointing 


zone: 

Far from the frozen breath I may be 
shown— 

Up to my Father’s home, where certain, 


sure, 
The treasures reeling round me here, there 
are secure. 


Safe, can I place my all in His good keeping 
true 
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And find a greater happiness than what 
to-day I know? 

I cannot plan, I cannot even charge— 

In this life’s battle for any victory large: 

But, knowing that the running river of to- 
day 

Doth silent pour its course out to the un- 
know way, 

I can, in nick of time, plunge in the fight 
and win 

The prize that heaven bestows, apart from 
‘worldly din. 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 


The Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica met in annual session in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, December 12, 13, and 14, 1917. Over 
one hundred members and corresponding 
members were present, besides many visit- 


ors. The report of Secretary Macfar 
Field Secretary Stelzle, Associate Secre 
Tippy, and Assistant Secretary Armitage 
showed a greatly increased volume of activ- 
ities over any previous year. The Council 
now requires the paid services of over fifty 
secretaries, clerks, and assistants of *differ- 
ent grades, besides commanding a very large 
amount of voluntary unpaid service in con- 
nection with its directing committees and 
the various commissions. The Commissions 
on Evangelism, Religious Education, Tem- 
perance, Church and Country Life, Social 
Service, and International Justice and Good- 
Will submitted reports which covered a sur- 
prising amount of real achievement and in- 
dicated possibilities of increasing usefulness 
to the churches. The interest centered to 
a great degree around the report of the 
General War Time Commission, of which 
Dr. Robert E. Speer is chairman, and which 
was presented by the Executive Secretary, 
Dr. William Adams Brown. This Commis- 
sion is composed of over one hundred of the 
foremost pastors and laymen of the country 
and is proving of immense value ag a “clear- 
ing-house” for the denominational organi- 
zations for War Work. It cooperates with 
the Young Men’s and Young Women’s 
Christian Associations, with the American 
Bible Society, the denominational War Work 
Commissions, and the National Commission 
on Training Camps and other government 
departments and social agencies. It has a 
great field*of usefulness as 
an inspirational and direct- 
ing agency for the moral and 
spiritual forces of the church- 
és in relation to the war 
problems. 

During the sessions of the 
Executive Committee, a 
“Church Congress” was held 
under the auspices of the 
Cincinnati Church Federa- 
tion, at which a number of 
the members of the Federal 
Council gave addresses. At 
a joint session of the Commit- 
tee and the Congress on 
Thursday evening the visit- 
ing French Chaplains, repre- 
senting the Federation of 
Protestant Churches of 
France, were introduced, and 
addresses were made by Dr. 
Frederick Lyneh, editor of 
The Christian Work, and Dr. 
Speer. Dr. Lynch spoke on “The Church 
and World Reconstruction” and referred 
to two great. ideas which seem to 
be present in every discussion of world 
conditions after the war. One, some kind of 
a “League of Nations,” that will guard 
against future world wars. The other, the 
abolition of the “Double Standard” of ethics 


—Christian for the individual, pagan for 
the nations. Dr. Speer emphasized the 
great duty of the church to conserve the 
spiritual values. 

The representatives of the Christians on 
the committee are Dr. Martyn -Summerbell 
and O. W. Powers, both of whom were pres- 
ent. Rev. E. D. Hammond, of Lebanon, 
Ohio, was present at the Church Congress. 

O. W. Powers. 
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WHY SHOULD WE GIVE THANKS? 


O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for 
his mercy endureth for ever.—Ps. 107: 1. 

At the call of the Chief Executives of our 
Nation and State, and in harmony with a 
time-honored custom, we have met to render 
thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God 
for His mercies and blessings, vouchsafed 
to us during another year, and to plead 
with Him for future guidance and for 
hearts that will make our lives such that we 
may merit a continuance of His loving fav- 
or. We stand in peculiar conditions. For 
what we have received we have great rea- 
son for thanksgiving and praise. The year 
that is past has been one of wonderful 
bounty; no plague or pestilence has been 
visited upon us; and in our own land we 
have felt none of the pain, and seen none 
of the horrors of war. 


From this prospect we have great reason 
to thank and praise God. But there is an- 
other view which fills our hearts with fear, 
and our souls with awe, and makes us cry 
out in agony. For over three long years 
we have looked to Europe and seen the most 
bloody war and the most awful suffering 
that has ever cursed God’s fair earth. We 
have seen the most complete disregard for 
human right and human suffering; we have 
seen all the forces that modern science has 
brought to light, used to take human life, 
and destroy the most cherished works of 
man, and to turn fair countries into places 
worse than the howling wilderness: in short, 
we have seen the devil go to the extreme lim- 
it of Satanic power to bring upon Europe, 
and not only Europe, but the entire world 
a great floodtide of pain and sorrow and 
misery and death. For over two years and 
a half we hoped it would not be ours to 
draw the sword in this awful conflict. But 
our hopes have been blasted and to-day we 
face a situation that fills all hearts with 
fear. We may have that faith in God that 
makes us not doubt but that right will ulti- 
mately triumph; but where is the heart that 
does not fear and tremble at the thought of 
the price that may have to be paid? 


To-day there is not a soul over whom Old 
Glory floats, from the infant on its moth- 
er’s bosom to the old man tottering as to 
the grave, but that is asked to pay tribute 
to this conflict of arms. On every side we 
hear the call—deny, sacrifice, labor. And 
not only are we asked to do these things of 
free-will, but we are feeling the demands of 
stern necessity. The heads of our govern- 
ment are called to deal with plots of treason 
and treachery and questions of finance and 
war preparation so great that they stand 
staggared before them. A large number of 
our boys—the your en of our nation— 
are in camps training for fearful conflict; 
and there is net-a man who is really fit for 
military service, but that may be called to 
serve his country under arms. And where 
is the father or mother, or brother or sister, 
or wife or child, or lover or sister, whose 
heart is not filled with fear and trembling? 
And yet in the face of this awful conflict, 
and in view of still greater horrors that may 
yet be, we are asked to observe a day of na- 
tional thanksgiving to Almighty God. 





By Rev. Elwood C. Hall, Vienna, N. J. 


Do you ask, Why should we be thankful? 
Let me answer, in this awful conflict, the 
hope of the world is in God. As God lives, 
we believe that right will yet shine out of 
darkness, and right triumph over wrong, 
and that the outcome of this fearful strug- 
gle, which had its birth in the wicked ambi- 
tion of one man to make the world his 
slaves, and in which there has been so much 
of cruel, heartless hatred, will be a larger 
freedom for all the sons of earth, and more 
of Christian sympathy and love binding the 
hearts of all men together. 

What the world needs to-day is to see a 
righteous God on His throne, and to rest 
in His promise of infinite protection and 
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love. To you, Christian people, I want to 
say that if your faith is what it should be, 
above the roar of the cannon, above the sor- 
row and suffering, that have come upon this 
world as a deluge, above the rivers of blood 
that have flowed, and may flow, you can 
trust God that His wisdom will direct and 
His power overrule in all things. 

Since our draft law went into effect dif- 
ferent trembling hearts have said to me: 
“It does not seem right to take our boys and 
send them away over to Europe to fight.” 
No, in a sense, it is not right. But there is 
wrong in every battle with sin. The inno- 
cent always have to suffer in such battles. 
And yet God calls all people to such war- 
fare. In conflict with wrong there is al- 
ways privation, there is always danger, and 
there is very likely to be suffering. But the 
highest honor that either earth or heaven 
can pay is won in conflict with wrong. 

The reason for this awful conflict is wrong 
—gigantic wrong. That is the reason why 
we have gigantic conflict, and are called to 
make gigantic sacrifice and endure gigantic 
suffering. From the day that Eve ate of 
the forbidden fruit to the present, and on 
down till the last sin will be committed, 
there will be conflicts, and God has always 
asked the innocent to suffer in such con- 
flict. 

In a sense, it was not right for God to 
ask His Son to hufhble Himself and come 
down to earth to be despised and rejected 


and buffeted and spit upon and crowned 
with thorns and crucified. And Jesus might 
have asked, “Why should I?” But when we 
see the love of God that thus gave His Son 
to conflict with the devil; when we see the 
love of Christ that was thus ready to hum- 
ble Himself, even unto death, that we 
through that suffering might have peace and 
life, can we not see that the divine has a 
higher standard of right than that which 
selfishly clings to self and leaves others to 
suffer? Now if we will adopt God’s higher 
standard of right, we will not see anything 
wrong in the call that sends our boys even 
to a foreign land to fight for world: better- 
ment; we will not see anything wrong in the 
call that asks us to use a little less sugar 
and a little less wheat, and a little less meat, 
and to labor a little harder that the bleed- 
ing, starving, world may have a little more 
relief from its suffering and be a little bet- 
ter fed. 


Horrible as is this war, it is a fact be- 
yond question that through it the world has 
been led to see the brotherhood of man as it 
has never seen it before. To-day some les- 
sons are being learned, some virtues are 
being fostered, and some vices curbed in a 
way for which we may be truly thankful. 


I am looking on the bright side. This war 
has broken down some barriers that we 
deemed impregnable, and that a century un- 
der ordinary conditions would not effect. 

We are told that on the Sabbath, before 
war was declared, there were only three 
thousand in all the churches of Berlin, 
a city of nearly a million. Think of 
it! Not one person in three hundred 
in the Lord’s house on the Lord’s Day—all 
chasing after vanity, if not indulging in 
awful sin. And what was true of Ber- 
lin was true of Europe as a whole. We may 
say God was not in all their thoughts. And 
do you wonder that God was willing to let 
something come to pass that would cause 
them to stop and think? And when the sun 
broke out, they stopped and thought. And 
we are told that the roar of the first cannon 
had scarcely died away before Europe went 
on her knees and the churches were filled. 
While peace reigned, people could not find 
time to get into the house of God, even on 
the Sabbath. But they found time to wor- 
ship even on the week day when the music 
of the cannon began to ring in their ears. 
Before the war you could scarcely get a Bi- 
ble in the hands of a Catholic; and Europe 
was largely Catholic, but since the war we 
cannot print the Scriptures fast enough. 
And even the wise (?) ones have stopped 
picking this Word to pieces. Men are not 
nearly so sure that God is so good that He 
cannot rebuke and punish sin as they were 
before the war. Since we have had a hell on 
earth, people are not dead certain there will 
not be one when earth has passed away. 

And I am by no means sure that along 
this line America has yet learned the lesson 
God purposes to teach her in this conflict. 
As a nation we are thoughtless of God. His 





* A sermon preached in the Presb ia: 
Great Meadows, N. J., in a wale “Thaubaceee 
service. 
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Word is being rejected and His Sabbath is 
being desecrated in an awful way. 

It does not take any very close looking to 
see that the very foundation of our Chris- 
tian worship is being undermined right here 
in so-called Christian America. That the 
Sunday paper is crowding out the Bible is 
altogether too apparent, and pleasure is 
claiming more time and more thought than 
God, even on God’s holy day, cannot be de- 
nied. And we shall do well to consider what 
God thinks of our manner of life. 

I believe God’s hand is in this war; not 
that I believe that it is of His ordering; but 
that He is going to overrule the evil designs 
of wicked men and bring light out of dark- 
ness and virtue out of sin. Surely we can 
be thankful for the prospects of a better day 
after this awful scourge has past. But if 
to save Europe from her sin, God had to let 
the scourge come, will we learn our lesson 
and humble ourselves before Him and thus 
save ourselves from the fiery furnace? What 
may be before us we do not know, but cer- 
tain it is that we are not yet so bad as 
Europe—but we had better give heed to our 
‘ways, lest God cleanse us, too, by fire. 

But let us see if we cannot see the good 
hand of our God working for righteousness 
—working as only God can work against 
some of the mighty evils that have cursed 
our nation. 

To the fathers and mothers whose tears 
are flowing and whose prayers are going 
up, as they have seen their boy start for 
the training camp, I will not say you may 
be thankful that Uncle Sam has called that 
boy into honorable service, but I will say 
that since he has been called into service, 
you may be thankful that the government 
purposes to take such good care of him. 
Not only will he be well clothed and well 
fed, but never before has the iron hand of 
the civil power been thrown around a body 
of men to protect them from moral and so- 
cial evils as it is being thrown around 
the young men who are now called to take 
up arms in defense of our nation and in be- 
half of suffering humanity. 

Not only is the government doing much 
to keep them from the dens of wickedness 
that heretofore have always been a curse to 
the army, but it is doing equally much to 
develop them in all that makes them men 
such as the nation, as well as the fathers 
and mothers can be proud of. 

Recently I read of one, not far away, who 
had been called to Camp Dix. He was a 
young man without any pride or ambition. 
He was what we call a street loafer; one 
who had no end in life, and only wanted to 
get his living with as little work as possible, 
and enjoy those pleasures that are found in 
the saloon and other dens of wickedness. He 
had been down to the camp only a few weeks 
when he came back up for a visit. And the 
writer said he was as straight as a ramrod, 
and he had a look of pride and an air of 
worthy ambition. A few weeks under mili- 
tary discipline, and surrounded by the in- 
spiring influences that have been put in 
these training camps, had made another 
man of him. Already there were signs of a 
transformation that ought to swell with 
pride the bosom of any parent. And it is 
altogether possible that even though that 
boy should be called to lay down his life on 
the battle-field, it will be better for him and 


better for his parents, that it should be so, 
than that he should live to be the vagabond 
he would have become had he continued to 
pursue the way in which he started. 

And what is true of that young man is 
true of many. Many of these boys are going 
to get something in the army life that will 
be of worth to them. They will know how 
to take better care of their bodies; they will 
have a fixedness and determination of pur- 
pose; they will see the responsibilities of 
life; and be filled with ambition to do some- 
thing worthwhile in measure they never 
would have felt in the ordinary life. 


Now I am not here to say that life in a 
military camp can be more than it can be 
in a Christian home. But all our homes are 
not Christian. Many of them are very short 
in that which inspires to the good; and the 
influence of some of them is hurtful rather 
than helpful. And since we have the stern 
realities of war to deal with, we ought to be 
thankful that there is a possibility of some 
good coming to those who have the most 
serious part of this problem to deal with. 


Not only is the government using its 
strong arm to protect the boys in the camps, 
but the devil is feeling the strength of that 
arm outside the camps. And without hesi- 
tancy I say that never again will the rum 
traffic, or the white slave trade, curse bodies 
and souls in this country with the same free- 
dom that they have done it heretofore. To- 
day the manufacture of distilled liquors is 
forbidden, and may God grant that we may 
never permit it again. On every side the 
liquor traffic is getting knockout blows. 
Stern necessity is driving us to deal with 
some evils in a practical way. The govern- 
ment, and everybody else, has always known 
that no man was at his best when in liquor. 
And yet the government, and business gen- 
erally, has excused and excused, and ex- 
cused, this evil on this, that, and the other 
ground, till it has become a mighty curse. 
But to-day the government says, and the 
business world says, we want and we must 
have men at their best; and this liquor 
which saps every vital force of man—which 
weakens his body and unnerves his hand and 
dethrones his reason must not come into our 
training camps, or into our munition fac- 
tories, or anywhere else, where effort to win 
the war will be affected. And King Alcohol 
is bowing to Uncle Sam. “You can’t stop 
it,” has always been one of the big guns of 
the enemies of temperance; but it is a gun 
that the war has knocked out and silenced 
forever. 


If there is a place over which the flag 
flies, where the use of liquor cannot be stop- 
ped, it is down here in Hoboken. They know 
every trick of the devil, and they have all 
that money can buy and brains can do. But 
there were two hundred saloons closed there 
a short time ago. Go down there now and 
count the “blind tigers,” where you can 
get drink, if you are only one of the ring, 
and how many will you find? Not many! 
No, Uncle Sam is on the job. And liquor 
has already learned what the Kaiser is like- 
ly to learn, that when Uncle Sam gets down 
to business, something is likely to be done. 
Hear me! As God lives, I do not believe 
liquor will ever again flow in this country 
as it has flowed in the past. And if we can 
get rid of this curse, we can afford to thank 
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God even though we have to pay some price 
in human blood. 

And what is true of liquor, is true also 
of the white slave trade! I suspect that if 
we knew how many pure, innocent girls are 
ruined every year by this traffic, we would 
stand appalled. But the ruin among the 
girls is no greater than among the boys. 
Along this line no sin is committed single 
handed. Prostitution has always been one 
of the great curses of the army, it has al- 
ways been one of the great curses of the na- 
tions—a withering blight upon the human 
race. 

Well, perhaps for the first time, a man 
high in official position—no less a man than 
Secretary Daniels of the Navy—has lifted 
his voice against this evil and called upon 
the nation, and especially the doctors, to 
arise and expose and wipe it out. He says 
that in the last statistical year men in the 
American Navy lost 141,378 days from dis- 
ease contracted by sin; that every day 
through the year 456 men were disabled by 
this disgraceful disease. He says that in 
the navy, in 1915, there were admitted for 
treatment for venereal diseases 112 persons 
in every 1,000, and in the army eighty-four 
for every 1,000, and that means that if the 
time of enlistment was four years forty-five 
per cent. of the navy would be affected. And 
do you wonder now that the government 
wants men for real service it is determined 
that the house of ill-fame shall give the army 
a wide berth. The war has called attention 
to this hellish business in a way that has 
aroused public sentiment and caused those 
engaged in it to “sit up and take notice.” 
And, while it will doubtless continue to some 
extent, it is doomed to be frowned upon as 
never before. And all of us can thank 
heaven that the government is reaching out 
its strong arm to protect along this line. 

There is much that I have not yet named 
for which we may be grateful. One hundred 
million dollars raised for the Red Cross, for 
the relief of human suffering; a Y. M. C. A. 
work in every camp and which ‘is to follow 
the army into the field, a Testament in the 
hand of every soldier over which Old Glory 
floats, and the leveling influence already 
felt in the financial and social, and relig- 
ious, and national life, are all things which 
should thrill our hearts and fill them 
with praise. 

In her call to arms the government does 
not make any distinction because of wealth 
or worldly standing. The son of the mil- 
lionaire and the son of the humblest man 
are alike dressed in the same khaki, eat at 
the same table and of the same food, sleep in 
the same bed, and are brought under the 
same strict discipline. We have a minister 
who is a Y. M. C. A. secretary, and he names 
four nationalities and says there are a dozen 
more represented in te camp in which he is 
stationed. He says ®@ is writing in view 
of a tent that will shelter-eight men that 
night and they are of six riations. He says, 
“We have talked about the ‘melting pot’ of 
America. We are now seeing it in action.” 
And the result of that action will be a new 
brotherhood for America and the world. W~ 
will no longer look upon the foreigner as our 
slave whose principal value is in doing our 
drudge work, but we will see in him a man 
made in the image of God, the same as we 
are. And our souls will be thrilled with the 
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impulse of Heaven as we extend to him the 
hand of Christian sympathy and help. And 
his soul will be thrilled as it feels the im- 
pulse of American life and sees the great- 
ness of American possibility. 

It will also be an increased realization of 
the claim that others have upon wealth, on 
the part of the rich, and a higher concep- 
tion of the importance of the mission of 
what we call the common people on the part 
of all. When war tax takes from the man 
who has an income of a million dollars, one- 
half or more of that income, he cannot help 
but realize that he has not even a single 
dollar, but that others have a claim upon 
it. Hereafter mammoth wealth will have to 
bear its share of public burden in a measure 
it has never known before. Before the war 
the farmer was called “an old hayseeder.” 
The war has shown the world the need of 
“the hayseeder.” When the world is calling 
for bread, and even the millionaire has to 
turn his back yard into a truck patch, men 
begin to realize that with all their wealth 
and all their learning and polished culture. 
they are after all only human and are de- 
pendent upon the products of the soil and 
the good favor of their God for that upon 
which they live. And hereafter the man 
who by his honest toil, warms and cloths 
and feeds the world will be honored as a2 
man as never before. 

But I must stop, though I have not cov- 
ered the field. I have tried to show you 
some of the things for which you may be 
thankful. As I said, I am looking on the 
bright side. I believe God still sits on His 
throne; and that He will rule and over- 
rule to make this awful scourge a blessing. 

Why is it that since Adam sinned in the 
garden, there has been scarcely a year when 
earth has not been cursed with war or fam- 
ine or plague or pestilence, I do not know, 
only as I know it is the wages of sin. But 
I do know that through it all, God has been 
working and the world has been climbing 
up. We have a better conception of God, 
we have a broader and better fellowship 
than ever before. Though in some ways we 
are missusing the powers that they give. 
man knows of and controls the laws and 


“ forces of nature to-day, as never before; and 


it tells me that God has not yet cast off the 
human race. What we need is not to doubt 
God—He is still on the field—but to humble 
ourselves before Him. 


This war has given the Church a wonder- 
ful opportunity, and in large measure, she 
has failed in it. Till we entered the strug- 
gle, the one question with many was, How 
much can I make out of it? We were very 
glad to pile up our gold, though it was at 
the cost of flood-tides of suffering and seas 
of blood. The. farmer rejoiced in the in- 
crease in the price of his.corn and his wheat, 
though it meant starvation to many who 
must live upon his products. And the mills 
and the factories rejoiced that they were 
flooded with orders so large they could not 
fill them, though at prices heretofore un- 
heard of. And the laborer smiled to see 
how big his pay envelope was growing. Oh, 
we were. getting rich! Never in all time 
was such a stream of wealth poured into a 
nation as was poured into this nation dur- 
ing the first years of the war. And a large 
part of this money went imto the pockets of 
those professing to be Christian. And what 


did we give for the relief of the suffering 
that was making us rich? Oh, somebody 
says, “We gave a lot.” Yes, in a sense we 
did give a lot. No other nation ever gave 
so much. But no other nation ever had 
such appeals as we had. The suffering of 
any previous period of equal time pales into 
insignificance when compared with the suf- 
fering of this war. And no other nation 
was ever able to give as we were able to 
give. And what did we give? So little you 
could scarcely see it by the side of what the 
war brought us. And much of what we did 
give was from a very few rich ones. We 
increased our wealth by billions, while we let 
our own fellow kin literally starve to death 
by millions. We have thousands of people 
in the church whose wealth by this war has 
been increased by thousands and thousands 
of dollars, who have not given even one dol- 
lar for the relief of the suffering that the 
war has brought. I say, God pity the man 
who is ready to use this awful scourge of 
suffering and blood as an occasion for 
money-making. When I think of how the 
starving, bleeding, dying nations plead with 
us and how many of us limited our offerings 
to the penny or the nickel, I do not wonder 
that God was ready to let something come 
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to pass that would wake us to the fact that 
we ourselves were not beyond the possibil- 
ity of a taste of their suffering. 

In the midst of his prosperity Nebuchad- 
nezzar forgot God—indeed, he came to think 
that he was almost a god himself. But he 
was deposed from his kingly throne and 
sent out into the fields to eat grass, like the 
ox, till his hair grew like eagles’ feathers 
and his nails like birds’ claws, till he came 
to know that the Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and that He had given to 
whomsoever He pleased. And that is a fact 
that the nations of the world to-day need 
to learn. And we, as a people, need to give 
diligent heed to the exhortation that Daniel 
gave that heathen ruler, and break off our 
sins by righteousness and our iniquity by 
showing mercy to the poor, that there may 
be a lengthening of our tranquillity. 

We have yet much for which we can 
thank God! And we do need to humble our- 
selves before Him and give Him that praise 
and homage that is due. And if we would 
enjoy His favor in the future, as we have 
enjoyed it in the past, not pleasure, not 
honors of men, not worldly wealth, but the 
Great Jehovah must be enthroned as God 
in our hearts. 





) Gamma Tana 


PALESTINE IN THE EMPIRE OF PEACE 


By Abraham Caplan 
(From a Daily Paper) 


The capture of Jerusalem by the British 
will send a thrill throughout the world, not 
so much because of any surpassing military 
achievement that the capture of the Holy 
City may represent, but because the passing 
of the city of David from Turkish to British 
rule adds a determining chapter to the an- 
nals of that historied capital of ancient 
Judea. 


Primarily, the British invasion of Pales- 
tine has had for its object the protection of 
the Suez Canal from the threatened attacks 
of the Teuton-motivated Turks. When Jeru- 
salem falls into the hands of General Allen- 
by’s forces (the forces that will not violate 
Mohammedan objects of religious venera- 
tion), that object will be attained. Should 
the English go north and take Aleppo, the 
Turks will find themselves unable to carry 
on further fighting in Syria. Furthermore, 
the grandiose scheme of the Berlin-Constan- 
tinople-Bagdad railway will be completely 
nullified. 

Palestine as a British dependency may 
prove a significant outcome of the war, 
fraught as the war is with immeasurable 
developments. The recent declaration by 
the British Government favoring a Jewish 
home land in Palestine adds tremendously to 
the historic drama that is unfolding in the 
narrow strip of land washed by the waters 
of the Eastern Mediterranean. It is the 
possibility of permanent adjustment, the 
great desideratum on which allied states- 
manship and idealism are centered, that puts 
Palestine in a position of great consequence 
to the whole world. 

If Palestine does not become the restored 
reservoir of Jewish life and religion and 
ethical vitality, Palestine will not only con- 
stitute an immediate adjustment along the 


lines of undisturbed permanence, but will 
become the leaven of more general adjust- 
ments. Palestine must figure in the process 
of peace that is to be worked out. For is 
not the world determined that peace be 
truly and lastingly achieved? And is it not 
true that there has never before in the his- 
tory of the world been such a general out- 
cry for peace that shall be righteous and 
that shall live? Nothing must be left out 
of consideration when the momentous delib- 
erations are begun. 


The body that will convene after the war 
shall have ceased will be truly the tribunal 
of the world met together in a fierce pas- 
sion for perpetual comity. Will it be an- 
other Congress of Berlin or Congress of 
Vienna? Only those who are selfish and in 
their own little ways cruel and dark-minded 
will shrug their shoulders or hold the future 
in derision. 

The British declaration that a Jewish 
home land in Palestine is favorably regarded 
is itself an act of restitution and rectifica- 
tion that stands out luminously, because 
nearly twenty centuries of history have ob- 
scured the proper place that Palestine holds 
in the economy of the world. The past, no 
matter how remote, must be searched for 
what it may give in the way of reason and 
enlightenment, to the end that what the con- 
science. of the world decrees shall be just 
and right, for too long have things been 
allowed to drift. Nations and individuals 
have been guided either by treacherous pur- 
poses or by unbending prejudices. Britain’s 
willingness to tackle a problem 2,000 years 
old, a problem that most nations would hes- 
itate to solve, a problem also that those who 
ought to be most keenly concerned refuse to 
unsnarl, because, alas, they are guided by 
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a past of less than a century and gauge the 
future through the telescope of the little 
that was good in the nineteenth century, 
suggests exactly the state of mind that the 
future demands. When peace comes and 
the new international charter is written, we 
will have for once (perish the thought that 
we may be deceived!) a statement of rights, 
privileges, duties, and restrictions that will 
transcend such policies as the Monroe Doc- 
trine, the European Balance of Power, the 
Far Eastern Question, Imperialism. Na- 
tions and men in their generality are sick of 
the lies and hypocries that make up the 
fabric of so much of history. Nations and 
men want to try the experiment of being 
thoroughly honest with themselves as well 
as with each other. And if they do not, 
ought they not be made to try that experi- 
ment? 


We no longer speak of peace. We speak 
not only of a just peace, but of an enduring 
peace, something that only dreamers and 
prophets, ancient and modern, urge. Now 
it is a question of practical statesmanship. 
An unenduring peace will not be worth the 
empty shells that litter the battle-fields, 
much less the human sacrifices that have 
been made. What a shame that men of relig- 
ion should think that Palestine as a Jewish 
autonomous community, a condition inspired 
by the great passion for world adjustment 
on the part of far-seeing statesmen, must 
suffer in future wars! Ought not such pur- 
poseful mental bigotry to be indignantly de- 
nounced? Is not a prediction of inevitable 
forthcoming horrors of war incompatible 
with prayers for peace that will live? Must 
one’s peculiar (peculiar in the common ac- 
ceptance of the term) interpretation of his- 
tory be so bigoted as to insist that a Jewish 
state, community, autonomous dependency, 
or what not, must be provocative of future 
disturbances and exiles? Is not such a sug- 
gestion a hope and a wish that, in the event 
of the establishment of a Jewish home land 
in Palestine, that country might be punish- 
ed and harassed because, forsooth, its ex- 
istence as a Jewish commonwealth is op- 
posed to one’s dogmatic notion of Jewish 
history, a notion less than a hundred years 
old and emanating from that exalted temple 
of intellectual idealism—Berlin? It is high 
time that we think in terms of plain inter- 
nationalism and speak like citizens of the 
world, bent on the world’s peace and safety. 


How does Palestine figure in the inter- 
national arrangement? Palestine lies mid- 
‘way between the inscrutable east and the 
achieving west, between the impotent Orient 
and the Occident historically inclined to re- 
gard Asia as the playground of western con- 
querors and men of guile. We need not 
here enter into a detailed explanation of 
causes. The facts speak for themselves. 
What was the Berlin-Bagdad railway 
scheme, if not a cold-blooded plan to put the 
Teuton brand of slavery upon the heads of 
the millions of the east, nor to end with the 
city of Bagdad, but to tend even more east- 
ward, even into Persia and India and thence 
China? Was not Turkey—the sick man of 
Europe—doctored and maintained with nar- 
cotics so that Europe, reeking with its base 
diplomacy, might have an excuse for gen- 
eral intrigue? But with the passing of 
Turkey from Europe, and its inevitable ces- 
sation as a formidable Asiatic factor in the 


international polity, what a clearing up of 
the political skies will appear! The near- 
east, through the agency of a Jewish Pales- 
tine politically guaranteed by the chastened 
sentiment of nations, will be in a fair way 
of becoming both free and enlightened, ffee 
from the machinations of malevolent peo- 
ples and enlightened to the liberal spirit of 
the liberal west. Then, truly will the vision- 
ary and prophetic east have its opportunity 
to realize the ideal of its centuried dreams. 

Palestine is an international question, just 
as every other question, so far as it relates 
to the war, is international. It is not Eng- 
land alone, nor France, nor Italy that is 
conéerned. The United States, that big 
brother of international liberty and justice, 
is as much concerned in Palestine as in Bel- 
gium, or in France, or in Anglo-Saxon civil- 
ization, not because Palestine may be rich 
in economic possibilities or in religious sen- 
timent, but because Palestine, properly re- 
garded, holds a large boon to the eminent 
peace of the world. How utterly child- 
ish for men to declare that we have 
our own national interests to look out for; 
as if such an attitude, just a little bit em- 
phasized, might not have induced us not to 
enter the war on behalf of mutilated civili- 
zation! Hew can we call this the greatest 
of wars; why must we tax the utmost of 
our intelligence and moral fervor in an effi- 
cacious solution of the one great problem, 
and still not consider one of the most signifi- 
cant factors in the whole situation? 


The question of religious sentiment as it 
affects Palestine is not so difficult. There 
is no reason to believe that a Jewish antono- 
mous community in Palestine would suffer 
because of Christian and Mohammedan in- 
terests in that country. The Jews have 
never spent a dollar to induce a non-Jew to 
enter the Judaic faith. Jewish history it- 
self is the true missionary. Jews can live 
in Palestine without offending the sensibil- 
ities of a single person. The great relig- 
ions, like the nations of the world, cannot 
but see that in future their policies and pro- 
cedure must be guided by the spirit of lib- 
erty and equal justice. They cannot but see 
that religion is not worth the enthusiasm 
that men’s souls pour out, if the world can- 
not be free in a religious sense. If Judaism, 
of which Christianity and Mohammedanism 
are offspring, cannot flourish in the country 
in which, above all other countries, it found 
its noblest expression, side by side with oth- 
er religions, is there anything like religious 
civilization to boast of? 


Palestine rehabitated as a Jewish land 
will mean, first of all, that an ancient wrong 
can be corrected. It will mean that an ap- 
proach to the solution of one of the gravest 
of problems—the relation of the east to the 
west—will have been made. It will mean 
that a newer and better internationalism 
will be realized, because the greatest conti- 
nent of the earth will regard itself and be 
regarded by the complete nations of the west 
as a participant in the new dispensation of 
peace. It will mean that, because Europe 
and Asia will find themselves politically as 
well as geographically one harmonious uni- 
ty, there will be no ground for future clash. 

Like Lincoln, who said that a nation can- 
not exist half free and half slave, a Jew- 
ish Palestine may be put in the position of 
working out the principle that the world 
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cannot exist half free and half slave. Can 
it honestly be said that the last word in the 
matter of the new freedom has already been 
spoken? 


I WILL BE WORTHY OF IT 


I may not reach the heights I seek, 
My untried strength may fail me; 
If half-way up the mountain peak 
Fierce — may assail me, 
But though that place I never gain, 
Herein lies comfort for my pain— 
I will be worthy of it. 


I may not triumph in success, 
Despite my earnest labors; 
I may not grasp results that bless 
The effort of my neighbor. 
But though my a never see, 
This thought shall always dwell with me— 
I will be worthy of it. 


The golden story of love’s light 
May never fall on my way; 
My path may always lead through night, 
Like some deserted by-way; 
But though life’s dearest joys I miss, 
There lies a nameless strength in this— 
I will be worthy of it. 


—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


A FREE BIBLE 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


The history of an open Bible is the history 
of true civilization and enlightenment. This 
book, if the people have access to it, is the 
great power in the development of liberty 
and progress. 

The following is from an editorial in “The 
Classmate” that well illustrates the mean- 
ing of a free Bible: 

“If I can have an open Bible I know that 
I can go directly to the great God and take 
His message to myself with no juggling of 
His Word by outside parties for their own 
aggrandizement and for my-loss. I know 
that I have the message firs#hand and that 
there is no authority on earth that can nul- 
lify it for me. I feel that I have God on 
my side if I faithfully choose His side. I 
can be pure and I can be strong because I 
am confident of my position.” 

Concerning the objection of priests that 
it is not safe to permit the people to read 
the Bible and interpret it for themselves, 
the writer of this editorial says: 

“It is true that the Bible has made the 
‘sects’ that the Roman priests seem to be so 
much troubled about. But better these, a 
thousand times, than a race of ecclesiastical 
slaves imprisoned in one vast tyrannical or- 
ganization. No; however good unity may 
be, it is not worth the price that it demands 
—the surrender of manhood and the reign 
of an arrogant power over ignorance and 
superstition. Better all the ‘sects,’ and a 
thousand more, than.such an organizaticn 
as that which kindled the fires of the In- 
quisition, murdered the Huguenots, and 
sunk the old civilization in the slough of the 
Dark Ages. 

“He who fights for a free Bible fights for 
a spiritual religion, personal righteousness, 
a free press, a free ballot, popular educa- 
tion, and equal political rights. 

“The Protestant watchword has been and 
must always be, The-open Bible at any 
cost!” 


“With God go over the sea; without Him 
not over the threshold.” 
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Conaection Between Means and Ends in Salvation 


(Fourth and Last Article) 

It Was PROPOSED TO CONSIDER THE 
CONNECTION SUBSISTING BETWEEN 
THESE Two AGENCIES. 

Some may be ready to ask, some probably 
do ask, what connection there is between 
these two clauses. They can see nothing 
but opposition between them, the later con- 
tradicting the former. “If,” say they, “God 
works in us both to will and to do, and if, 
as it is said, in another place, Isa. 20:12, 
‘The Lord works all our works in us,’ what 
can we do? There is nothing which we can 
do. The attempt to do anything is taking 
the Lord’s work out of His hands. If God 
does all, what is there left for us to do?” 


This reasoning: seems very plausible, but 
let us examine the premises a little. What 
is there that gives vitality to the act of 
planting, sowing, building, or the various 
employments of mankind? Do they not plant 
and sow in order that they may reap, and 
build in order that they may enjoy and in- 
crease in riches? 

So they reason that because God must 
give the increase of the earth and the for- 
mer and latter rain in order that vegetation 
may spring forth and bud, and that except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it, therefore no efforts of theirs 
in any of these departments of labor will 
do any good. Yet the agency of God is no 
less conspicuous in the kingdom of nature 
than it is in the kingdom of grace. He works 
by means in both these kingdoms. To be 
saved in both these kingdoms he works in 
such a manner as to hide pride from man. 
He works too mysteriously in the kingdom 
of nature. No one can tell how the tender 
grass shoots forth or how the grain that is 
sown germinates, and brings forth first the 
blade, then the ear, and then the full corn 
in the ear. 


Yet all are ready to acknowledge that all 
the vital energy is from the Lord, that 
should the Lord cease to work in all these 
departments of labor, of skill, man would 
labor in vain. 


IV. 


But what is true in relation to man’s ef- 
forts in all the circumstances of common 
life? Does he not put forth all his energies 
in planting and sowing and building and 
trading? Does not he exert himself in all 
this toil and labor to as great a degree as 
he would were it true that God had no 
agency whatsoever in the premises? And is 
he any more foolish who expects a crop 
without sowing or culture and makes cal- 
culations that the Lord will build him a 
house, without any agency of man, than 
he who in the neglect, abuse, and contempt 
of all the means of grace, waits for God to 
work his salvation within him? 

In the ordinary affairs of life, is there any 
opposition between these two agencies? Does 
one contradict the other? Does any one 
dream that there is, or that there can be, 
any discrepancy between the two? When 
any one has resolved to attain any good, 
does he not forthwith go about it in the 
diligent and indefatigable use of all the 
appropriate means for its attainment? 


Ought he not therefore, who would attain 
the blessings of religion, to work out his 





salvation with fear and trembling, fearing 
lest he should fail of the grace of God, and 
greatly solicitous as to the result of these 
efforts, expressed by the word trembling? 


And because God must give, as in other 
things, vitality to the result of all these 
efforts, must he not therefore work out his 
own salvation? And, as in other things, 
ought not the one who would save his soul 
to labor just as earnestly to this end, as he 
would on the supposition that God had no 
agency whatsoever in the premises, and as 
though it all depended upon his exertions. 
And is not this the Scriptural view of the 
matter, the very view which the text pre- 
sents? Work, as though it all depended upon 
yourself; believe, as though it all depended 
upon God. Is not this the true Scriptural 
view of the matter? We see therefore that 
there is no opposition between these. “God 
works, therefore do ye work,” but on the 
contrary, the closest connection between 
them, and that in two respects :— 


(1) God works, therefore you can work. 
(2) God works, therefore you must work. 


1. God works in you, therefore you can 
work, otherwise it would be impossible. If 
he did not work, it would be impossible for 
you to work out your own salvation. “With 
man this is impossible,” says Christ, “for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en.” Yea, it is impossible for any man—for 
any that is born of a woman, unless God 
works in him. 

2. God works in you, therefore you 
must work. You must be workers together 
with Him, otherwise He will cease working. 

The general rule on which His gracious 
dispensations invariably proceed is this, “Un- 
to him that hath shall be given, but unto him 
that hath not, that does not improve the 
grace already given, shall be taken away 
what he hath.” It was a remark of Augus- 
tine, “He that made us without ourselves 
will not save us without ourselves.” (Wes- 
ley) 

Therefore with great weight and per- 
tinency does the command come home to 
every heart. “Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to do, of 
his good pleasure.” 


Salvation is of the Lord. Man merits 
nothing by all that he does or can do. Who 
would think of boasting that: he himself 
not only planted and sowed the grain but 
also made it grow? Would not such an as- 
sertion be akin to blasphemy? Such an one 
claims the merit of making the grass and 
grain grow, merely because to save him- 
self and family from starvation he commit- 
ted the seed to the earth! And can man in- 
nocently claim that because he works out 
his salvation, therefore the glory of this 
salvation belongs to himself? Let him that 
glorieth glory in the Lord, God will thus 
stem the pride of all glory, “that no flesh 
should glory in his presence, but let him 
that glorieth glory in the Lord,” 

We have now considered as was pro- 
posed: 

1. The meaning of the term, “Your own 
salvation.” , 
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2. God’s agency in effectuating this sal- 
vation. 

8. Man’s agency in his own salvation. 

4. The connection subsisting between 
thesé two agencies. 


REMARKS 


1. Our subject shows us how we may 
reconcile apparently contradictory passages 
in the Bible; those that attribute the whole 
work of salvation to God, with those that 
attribute the same work wholly to man. If 
what has been said is true and Scriptural, 
salvation is as truly God’s work as it would 
be on the supposition that man had no 
agency therein whatsoever; and, at the same 
time, as truly man’s work (though as be- 
foresaid, there is no merit in the work), as 
it would have been had God no agency in it 
whatsoever. Hence the propriety of speak- 
ing of it as God’s work, the agency of man 
at the same time being understood; and of 
speaking of it as man’s work, God’s agency 
at the same time being understood; and of 
speaking of it as the text speaks of it, as 
being the work both of God and man. Hence 
God is said to give man a new heart and at 
the same time man is said to make unto 
himself a new heart. God declared that he 
saves men. “Who hath saved us and called 
us, with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace.” At the same time God calls upon 
men by the mouth of an apostile to save 
themselves. 

2. Our subject points the impenitent sin- 
ner to one of the greatest sources of en- 
couragement and hope. Here is a steam 
engine that has run off from the track and 
the entire train stops at once. But how can 
this ponderous machine be readjusted? This 
is a question most anxiously asked by one 
of the passengers. Surely it cannot be done 
by man’s might alone, nor by brute power. 
While in this state of suspense, behold an- 
other engine, the engineer hearing of the 
accident, is seen coming up. But will the 
working engine readjust the one displaced 
without collateral effort on the part of man? 
Must not levers be placed in underneath? 
Is there not much digging and lifting on 
the part of man needful, and is not the re- 
adjustment owing to the joint efforts of 
both parties? 

But what was the great ground of en- 
couragement, aside from which despair 
would have been inevitable? Surely the 
great ground of encouragement was in the 
helping engine. 

So the great ground of encouragement to 
lost sinners is the power and agency of God 
in the great work of salvation. God works 
and therefore has every encouragement to 
work that he could reasonably ask. 


3. Hence thirdly, we learn that if men 
are not saved they will have none to blame 
but themselves. God would work in them 
both to will and to do, by natural conscience, 
by the strivings of his Spirit, by all the 
teachings of nature, providence, and grace— 
by line upon line, line upon line, precept 
upon precept, precept upon precept, here 
a little, and there a little. By all the or- 
dinances of religion, by all the means of 
grace, by warning precepts, promises, ex- 
postulations, invitations. Now if amid _ all 
you go backward and stumble and are taken, 
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at whose door will be all the guilt of such 
an issue? 

At your own surely. God, Christ would, 
and ye would not. God would work in you 
and ye would not work out. Ye would not 

come to Christ that ye might have life. Ye 
’ would not believe and be forever blessed. 

4. It is a most fearful thing to counter- 
act God’s efforts to save us, by refusing to 
work out our salvation, when God is so 
faithful and so willing to do of his good 
pleasure. A state of impenitency is con- 
tinual action against God. It is continued 
abuse of all the movings of his grace in 
whatever form. 

Yet by this grace alone can the sinner be 
saved. It is his only hope. His own efforts 
as we have seen, would be utterly null and 
void without it. They would be like beating 
the air and snuffing the east wind. He then 
who successfully counteracts God’s efforts 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


to save him insures his own destruction. Let 
him continue to do violence to conscience, to 
quench the Spirit, to slight the truth and 
abuse and pervent all the providences of 
God, and who does not know, as God is true, 
that he must seal his own doom. 


5. Finally, we wonder not that God 
should expostulate with men in the~ most 
pathetic language, “Why will ye die?” What 
need is there that men should perish? God 
works in them both to will and to do his 
good pleasure. He renders easy the great 
work of salvation, which otherwise would 
be so difficult, yea, impossible. 

How foolish, how mad then, are impeni- 
tent sinners? “All they that hate me,” God 
says, “under the name of wisdom, love 
death.” 

But God, even God Himself, asks why 
they will thus love death. “Why will ye 
die?” 





rRE WILL TC .BA 


By Rev. Samuel Chadwick, Leeds, England 


Behind the will to know there must be 
the will to do. Knowledge is bound up with 
practice. The power to know comes with 
the determination to do. The people mar- 
velled at the knowledge of Jesus. He had 
not been taught in their schools, and yet He 
‘ surpassed all their masters in wisdom. 
“How knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned?” His own explanation ac- 
knowledged the absence of learning. He had 
no masters at whose feet He had sat. Neith- 
er was He self-taught. The teaching was 
not his own. He who sent Him gave it to 
Him. He lays bare the secret of his own 
certitude, and announces the moral prin- 
ciple of wisdom. “....If any man willeth 
to do....he shall know.” It begins with the 
surrender of the will to the will of God; 
by which is meant that all the faculties of 
knowledge are set to know the will of God, 
and the will is set to the knowing that it 
may do. There is a decisive and supreme 
choice of the Father’s will, and Christian 
knowledge and grace develop in life-long 
obedience to that will. Light comes to those 
who walk in the light and comes as they 
walk. Obedience has to keep pace with the 
ever-widening horizon. 

Obedient faith is the condition of knowl- 
edge. This is true in all things. The painter 
who would learn to paint must paint, and 
the musician who would learn to play must 
play. No man ever did either by merely 
mastering the theories of painting or music. 
The only way to learn is by doing. The will 
to do is the way to learn, and doing is as 
much a part of learning as study. The law 
holds in the region of truth just as surely 
as in art and craft. Carlyle says some- 
where: “I tell you, the noble intellect can- 
not think the truth, even within its own 
limits and when it most seriously tries.” 
The power to perceive truth depends upon 
moral qualities and spiritual motives. The 
cloister breeds more heresy than the battle- 
field, and there have always been more in- 
fidels in the study than on the pavement. 
The pursuit of knowledge divorced from 





practice always errs. 
cannot make men wise. 


Learning of itself 


THOUGHT AND LIFE 


This does not mean that practical obedi- 
ence is a substitute for true thinking. 
Thought is the raw material of life. The 
way to truth makes great demands upon 
thought, and we cannot leave the responsi- 
bility of thinking to others. The seed of 
the Word that came to naught in the Para- 
ble of the Sower failed through lack of un- 
derstanding. There must be hard thinking 
as well as honest endeavor. The point to be 
kept in mind is that the will to do is a con- 
dition of true knowledge, and that in the 
act of faith is the way of truth. Even if 
the sincere effort be made in the wrong 
way, it will lead to the right way sooner 
than labored reasoning that never comes to 
the test of doing. In his Reminiscences, Sir 
Rabindranath Tagore has this interesting 
statement on his experience of paths in 
which there was “No Thoroughfare.” “The 
only way of learning how to use a thing 
properly, is through its misuse. For myself, 
at least, I can truly say that what little 
mischief resulted from my freedom always 
led’ the way to the means of curing mis- 
chief.” That would seem as if the right 
could only be reached by the wrong, like 
the saying that he who never makes mis- 
takes never does anything. In a sense that 
is true, but the believer has the promise of 
light that saves him from experimenting 
in blind alleys, though not from the need 
to experiment. Truth must be sought for 
doing, and thought once discovered must be 
translated into action. 


THE WILL TO PRAYER 


Spiritual religion has failed in recent 
years on its experimental side. No one will 
say that it has erred on the side of mystical 
devotion. Its passion has been for the prac- 
tical. The church has disparaged theology, 
and the world has despised it. The preacher 
has called for service, and absolved from 
devotion. The thing that mattered was the 
overthrow of social evil and the relief of 


human suffering. Those from whom the 
church recruited its workers are turning to 
nursing and social welfare. Worship, com, 


munion, and prayer are left for educational, « 


philanthropic, and social work. The law 
will work here as elsewhere, and, in willing 
to do, the right way will be found, but even 
in such noble service the soul may find its 
goal.. The will to serve must be linked with 
the will of the Father. Prayer must be 
linked with work, and work must be in the 
assured will of God. There is much talk 
about prayer; and perhaps the abundance of 
the talk comes out of the absence of praying. 
Books on prayer sell better than any other 
kind of religious book, and there is a de- 
mand for manuals of instruction on prayer. 
The demand may be a testimony to their 
value, but after all the only way to learn to 
pray is by praying. To obedient faith there 
comes both the power and the joy. Where 
there is a will to pray there is always a way. 
Study about prayer does not necessarily 
help praying, but the habit of prayer leads 
to both truth and power. Henry Martyn 
wrote in his Journal: “Prayer is the great 
thing. Oh, that I may be a man of prayer!” 
and he came to be what he willed to do. 


THE WILL TO SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY 


There is a widespread anxiety for a re- 
vival of religion, but tliere is some uncer- 
tainty as to how it can be secured. There 
are some who regard revivals as entirely in 
the secret of God’s sovereign power. All we 
can do is to wait and pray; tarry for the 
coming of the wind and fire. Charles Fin- 
ney proclaimed everywhere that God’s time 
for a revival is always NoW. Heaven waits 
for the answering faith and cooperation of 
the redeemed. The prevalence of wickedness 
is no hindrance; it may be an additional 
reason. The arrogant unbelief of the world 
is no barrier; it is not there God looks for 
faith. The subtle atmosphere of rational- 
istic culture cannot make revival impos- 
sible; for at bottom there is no difference 
between Greek and barbarian. A revival 
comes when the hearts of God’s people are 
set upon revival. There is a point at which 
faith has the authority to decree; it com- 
mands and prevails. It says to the moun- 
tain, “Be thou removed,” and the moun- 
tain moves. “Concerning the work of My 
hands, command ye Me,” saith the Lord. 
When the heart is so set on a revival that it 
cries out in travail, “Lord, give me souls or 
I die,” the revival comes. St. Paul speaks 
of travailing in birth for his children in the 
Gospel; and the Prophet declared that when 
Zion travailed she brought forth her chil- 
dren.” When the heart wills to save the 
souls of men it comes to know the heart and 
power of God.—Joyful News. 





Let us beware of losing our enthusiasms. 
Let us ever glory in something and strive to 
retain our admiration for all that would en- 
noble, and our interest in all that would en- 
rich and beautify our life——Phillips Brooks. 








“We sometimes meet men who have grown 
so broad, and sophisticated that they see 
good in evil, and pay compliments to the 
devil. They have lost the power of discern- . 
ment.” :. Ye ’ 


- 
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sss nips itt iinet tate 


——tThe captain and twenty-one members 
of the German submarine which destroyed 
the old cruiser Chateaurenault were captur- 
ed by French torpedo boats. 

——Christmas day was bright and cold 
on the battle-front, but there were no de- 
monstrative celebrations. Also there was no 
fraternizing with the Germans, as happened 
on the first and even second Christmas of 
the war. The British guns achieved con- 
siderable concentration on the enemy in- 
fantry and inflicted many casualties. 

——Charging that Germany, through 
Minister von Eckhardt, violated Mexican 
neutrality and between September, 1916, 
and December 1, 1917, paid Rafael Marti- 
nez, editor of El Democrata, more than 
three million pesos, Mexican deputies are 
seeking to force an investigation of Teutonic 
intrigue. 

The Norwegian foreign office has an- 
nounced that the Norwegian steamer Ingrid 
II., had been torpedoed and that only four 
members of her crew were saved. The Nor- 
wegian steamer, Borgsted, also has been tor- 
pedoed and two of her sailors killed. The 
Ingrid II. was of.1,145 gross tons. The 
steamer Borgsted is listed at 1,718 tons. 
From March to April this year, Cor- 
nell University contributed 1,500 of her stu- 
dents to the war, and 128 faculty members 
are now in the service, President Jacob 
Gould Schurman declared before the Cor- 
nell Club at a presentation of a service flag. 
He asserted that every class from 1908 to 
1916 has at least fifty officers serving with 
the colors. 

Coal to the amount of 80,547,370 
gross tons was produced in the State of 
West Virginia during the year ending June 
30 last, according to the report issued by 
the Department of Mines. The figures on 
coal show an increase of more than 900,000 
gross tons over the year before. Average 
selling prices, the report shows, were $2.26 
per gross ton. 

A Mexican service badge for all offi- 
cers and men of the regulars and national 
guard who participated in the occupation of 
Vera Cruz, the various punitive expeditions 
across the border, and the border patrol 
duty for a period of more than two years 
has been approved by Secretary Baker and 
will soon be issued. The badge is similar in 
design to the Spanish war badge. 

How little the submarine warfare 
has curtailed the exports from London to 
the United States since America declared 
war on Germany is seen in the official fig- 
ures of the United States imports from the 
British capital. The figures for ten months 
ending with October show a decrease of 
only $18,000,000 witn a total of $115,390,471. 
Last year the figures for the similar period 
were $133,740,783. 

——Alarmed by the fall of Jerusalem and 
the steady advance of the British in Pales- 
tine and Mesopotamia, Germany is sending 
aid to the hard-pressed Turks. There is a 

















steady stream of troop and supply trains 
leaving Berlin for Constantinople over the 
Orient railway. Guns are also being fur- 
nished. It is rumored that General von Fal- 
kenhayn, German military advisor to the 
Turkish army, will be recalled. 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


Two sailors were, saved by the Ger- 
mans from the American destroyer Jacob 
Jones, according to an official German an- 
nouncement received recently. The Jacob 
Jones was torpedoed and sunk in the war 
zone on December 6 and sixty-five men on 
board were listed as missing. Survivors 
reported that one American who spoke Ger- 
man was taken away a prisoner on the 
submarine. 


Maps of United States industries, 
fortifications, wireless towers, and the in- 
ternational boundary between this country 
and Mexico, were found on the body of 
Charles H. Feige, alleged German spy, kill- 
ed by soldiers while attempting to escape to 
Mexico. The effects have been turned over 
to government authorities who are conduct- 
ing an investigation. It is believed that the 
alleged spy had an appointment with a con- 
federate in Mexico. 


Five and one-half million pounds of 
seed beans and 1,500,000 two-year-old French 
prune trees are being gathered in California 
for shipment to northern France to rehabil- 
itate the fields and orchards devastated by 
the Germans in their retreat. There is a 
bit of sentiment in California’s sending 
young orchards to France, as it was this 
war-torn republic that gave the State its 
first prune trees. This was in 1856 and 
since that time the prune orchards cover 
nearly 100,000 acres and bring to growers 
more than $10,000,000 a year. 


Because he feels it-is unpatriotic and 
unwise to sell luxuries in war time, John 
Soo Ahrn, a Korean student at Ohio State 
University, who has been supporting a Jap- 
anese art store, will return to Japan. He 
came to this country sixteen years ago to 
get an education and has attended Harvard 
as well as Ohio State University, being 
graduated from the latter institution in 
1916. He has applied for service with the 
American Y. M. C. A. in France, but now 
feels that the pressure of the times calls 
him home to his own people. 














—Fremont Hill, Cincinnati engineer, 

has written to Food Administrator Hoover, 
urging that a selective army of 250,000 
farmers be formed at once to help increase 
crop production. Hill says these could be 
distributed throughout the farming centers 
of the United States, a squad being detailed 
to each six square miles. Hill says the 
farm soldiers could be paid and fed by the 
government, work free of charge for 
the farmers, who in return would have to 
turn over ten acres each, plus tools and a 
team, to help in the cooperative plan. 
“An aerial tank” is the latest. The 
Matin publishes an article by Deputy Lasies 
saying that armored bombing aeroplanes 
constructed after the same principles of the 
land tanks should be put into use right 
away. The deputy argues that the present 
type of machine is inadequate. The Ger- 
mans for several months have been using 
“junker” machines, composed entirely of 
metal. When flying at a great height a 
bullet fired from the ground has lost so 
much of its force that it makes no impres- 
sion upon the steel of which the plane is 
made. 
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——Government possession and operation 
of the nation’s railroads for the duration of 
the war has been proclaimed by President 
Wilson, to become effective December 28. 
William G. McAdoo, retaining his place in 
the cabinet as Secretary of the Treasury, 
is placed in charge as Director General of 
Railroads. Every railroad engaged in gen- 
eral transportation, with its appurtenances, 
including steamship lines, is taken over and 
all systems will be operated as one under the 
Director General. 

——Germany’s threat of a colossal offen- 
sive on the western front, if her new peace 
overtures are rejected, is causing no alarm 
in France. It is generally believed that the 
blow will fall upon the French army, but 
it was stated on the highest authority that 
complete preparations have been made to 
meet it. There is a possibility that Ger- 
many may try a double offensive, striking 
at the British and French simultaneously, 
but no matter what tactics von Hindenburg 
adopts, there is a feeling of national se- 
curity and a universal belief that the Ger- 
man drive will prove another Verdun. 
Great Britain and Canada have al- 
ready employed convict labor to manufac- 
ture war supplies. And now Senator Hoke 
Smith, of Georgia, proposes that the same 
thing be done in this country. His idea is 
to equip Federal prisons with necessary 
manufacturing machinery and utilize the 
prisoners to turn out the finished product. 
Other non-contract prisons may participate. 
The introduction of the prison labor bill is 
the result of cooperation of the American 
Federation of Labor, the Department of 
Labor, the Department of War, and the 
National Committee on Prisons and Prison 
Labor. 








Permission for the shipment of about 
40,000 tons of corn and oats to Finland by 
way of Sweden has been granted by the 
Food Administration and the War Trade 
Board upon evidence that thousands of Fin- 
nish people are starving. An agent of the 
War Trade Board will be sent into Finland 
from Sweden to investigate conditions and 
make certain that Germany will not benefit 
by the American shipments. Dr. Kaarle 
Ignatius, special commissioner of Finland, 
already has arranged for transportation, 
which will require about ten ships. He will 
get the oats and corn as rapidly as the 
cargoes can be loaded. 


Having finished building a modern 
military arsenal for the Mexican govern- 
ment, from which 110,000 bullets are being 
turned out each day, Lieutenant Kojiro 
Asai, an artillery officer of the Japanese 
army, has returned to Japan. He was in 
Mexico City eight months, being commis- 
sioned by President Carranza to build the 
arsenal. The Japanese army officer left Ja- 
pan in January, with twenty-four skilled 
workmen, a shipload of materials, and a 
consignment of munitions for the Mexican 
government forces. With 200 Mexican work- 
men, working night and day, the arsenal 
was finished in June and the Japanese re- 
turned after a trial of the arsenal showed 
that it was capable of turning out 110,000 
bullets a day for use in internal troubles in 
Mexico. 
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REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 


AAAneneetienrisstssuseet pene SEAUAPEDEBEBESEOT STITT DOFESENSTTSEDENOPONAIIO® 


More churches must 
take the collection and 
the collection must be 


larger. 


PERSONAL OFFERINGS 

I am receiving more personal offerings 
this year for the Convention than for any 
previous year. They are from many sec- 
tions of our Zion, and I must ask the read- 
er to see the monthly report for their names, 
but desire to take this space to say that 
Rev. G. A. Conibear, D. D., in remitting 
personally to the Convention, says, “The 
Convention machinery is essential to all our 
other work and must be supported.” That 
is a wise saying, and should have place in 
the thought and practice of all our brethren. 


YES, IT OFTEN OCCURS 

Quite often the remittance from churches 
will contain a personal check for more than 
the whole church beside gave to the offer- 
ing. These personal offerings are credited 
to the church, and thus make the church 
offering quite respectable in amount. Only 
to-day I had an offering from an Ohio 
church containing two checks, one a per- 
sonal offering which was more than all the 
rest combined. I feel sure that the brother 
who gave the larger sum did not give more 
than he desired to give, nor did he go be- 
yond his ability and obligation, but what 
of the whole membership besides which did 
not give as much as he? Brethren, if the 
rewards in heaven are to be proportionate 
to our service and sacrifice here, some of 
us will have mighty slim picking in the 
fields of eternal fruitage. 


LETTER FROM JEDEKIAH 

My Dear Mr. REMINDER:—It had been so 
long since you last wrote me that I had 
come to feel that the worst was over. I had 
begun to be happy, cheerful, and liberal. 
My health had improved, I had increased my 
subscription to the church, and begun to 
think that after all life was worth the liv- 
ing, when lo, and behold it came—I mean 
your letter came. It came like a thief-in 
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the night, when I was least expecting it, and 
altogether unprepared to receive it. But I 
am getting accustomed to the unexpected. 
Indeed, disappointments are becoming real- 
ly pleasant experiences here of late. I have 
had several of them, or maybe more than 
that many, and have a fearful looking for- 
ward for more to come. Not long ago I 
wrote in my best penmanship and choicest 
language to a dear good brother as many 
as seven times, asking for certain informa- 
tion which I greatly needed, and he wrote 
me within three weeks after the date of the 
last letter, and made neither explanation 
nor apology for his promptness. Soon after 
that I attended service on a Sunday morn- 
ing, and found the congregation on time, 
and it came in and sat down quietly and 
reverently; the worship began on time, the 
choir sang in the English language (the 
good old United States kind), the preacher 
really preached a sermon, and never said a 
word about efficiency, nor once scolded his 
people for the sins he had’ committed, and 
the failures he had made. We all went out 
of there, Mr. Reminder, feeling that we had 
been within the gates of heaven, and strong 
enough for the service we were expected to 
render. But to return and go back. You 
ask me a very pointed question and demand 
an answer. You ask me if I believe that a 
preacher should have conscientious convic- 
tions of duty, and the courage of his con- 
victions. Mr. Reminder, you have asked the 
right person, for I have been troubled with 
convictions of that sort off and on for lo 
these many years, and longer than that some- 
times, and am fully persuaded in my own 
mind that he should have, if he can have 
the right kind. Much depends upon the 
kind. If my watch is to guide me as to time, 
I must have it regulated by the sun, keep it 
well oiled, and wind it regularly. So, if I 
am to be guided by conscientious convic- 
tions, I must have my conscience regulated 
by the Sun of Righteousness and that quite 
often, or oftener than that maybe. The 
trouble I have had with my conscientious 
convictions has been that they were so much 
like the convictions of the mule that one 
could not tell the difference between my con- 
scientious convictions and plain old-fash- 
ioned mule stubbornness. The trouble is, 
Mr. Reminder, that when one has conscien- 
tious convictions and the courage to express 
them, he is likely to run counter to the con- 
victions of another. You remember, Mr. 
Reminder, that dear, good preacher who 
said one time to his congregation, “If 
everybody was of my opinion, everybody 
would want my wife.” And an old man 
called out loud enough to be heard away up 
in the Amen corner, “Wall, if everybody was 
of my opinion nobody would want her.” 
But you know, Mr. Reminder, that there is 
a real virtue in such convictions and after 
all they must be expressed. I recall that 
on one occasion the disciples saw a man 
casting out devils. I guess he was getting 
them out all right, but he was not working 
after the regulated way, and the disciples 
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having conscientious convictions; and the 
courage of them, put a stop to sueh work at 
once. Now it is easy enough to see, Mr. 
Reminder, that if these same di&ciples had 
not had the courage of their ¢onvictions, 
that error of procedure would fave crept 
into the practice of the Christians, and an 
endless amount of harm come to the church. 
If only those who have decided convictions 
could be in authority, what uniformity of 
belief and deformity of practice the church 
would have, and it could be easily and 
quickly brought about if only men would 
cease to think, but somehow the thinking 
machine will persist in keeping busy, and 
that is where I have always bad trouble. 
Not with my thinking machine, nor with 
my convictions, nor with my ¢@ourage, but 
with those of my fellow man; fot with the 
way I cast out the devils, but with the way 
the other fellow does it. I omece heard a 
man who had served on a jury; declare that 
he had served with eleven of the contrariest 
men he ever knew. So you see, Mr. Re- 
minder, that one should be very careful to 
have a specie of conscientious’ convictions 
that is free from the old-fashioned contrari- 
ness which we so much condemn in others. 
I would not be surprised, Mr: Reminder, 
that when the truth about this horrible war 
in which the nations are now ‘engaged shall 
be made known, that it will appear that it 
resulted from the conscientious convictions 
of human hearts. I am fully persuaded in 
my own mind that the Kaiser feels that the 
only way to have universal peaee and world- 
wide prosperity, is for militarism to be en- 
throned, the High Ups be favored, and the 
poor enslaved in human service. It so hap- 
pens, be it remembered, that all men are 
not afflicted with that type of conscientious 
convictions, or, in other words, as the 
preachers say, other men have very differ- 
ent conscientious conviction to that of the 
Kaiser, and hence the clash of arms and the 
flow of blood. If all men were governed 
by the Kaiser’s conscientious conviction, 
there would be peace in the land and that 
right early. Yes, Mr. Reminder, I believe 
for myself, and not another, that a preach- 
er should have conscientious convictions and 
that they can be used to a good advantage 
by one with a solemn countenance. 

One thing, however, I have observed in 
favor of the men who, like myself, have 
conscientious convictions, and which I record 
here in their favor. They are often genial 
good fellows, quite sociable and willing to 
talk to you of the rightness of their con- 
victions, while they mourn over the sins 
and shortcomings of their fellows, with nev- 
er a tear for their own. Yes, Mr. Remind- 
er, I have conscientious convictions, and 
some of the time the courage to express 
them, and would recommend that you go and 


do likewise, but I would not suggest that 
we throw our babies to the crocodiles of 
Ganges, nor take letters of authority to 
Damascus, nor stop men from casting out 
devils even though they use a different way 
from ours. JEDEKIAIH. 


Christmas night, 1917. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





Lesson for January 13, 1918 


JESUS BEGINS HIS WORK 
Mark 1: 12-20 


Golden Text—Repent ye, and believe in 
the gospel—Mark 1: 15. 

Material for Teachers—Matt. 4: 1-11; 
Luke 4: 1-13; Heb. 4: 14-16; Matt. 9: 9, 10; 
Matt. 8: 18-22; Luke 9: 57-62; Acts 9: 1-9. 

Primary Topic—Jesus Chooses Four 
Helpers. 

Lesson Material—Mark 1: 16-20. 

Memory Verse—Come ye after me.—Mark 
Le: 17. 


Intermediate Topic—Overcoming Tempta- 
tion. 

Additional Material—Matt. 4:1-11; 1 
Cor. 10:18; Heb. 2: 18. 

Memory Verse—1 Cor. 16: 18. 

Senior and Adult Topic—How Jesus 
Faced the Task. 

Additional Material—Matt. 4: 1-11; Heb. 
4: 14-16; John 4: 34-38. 


Comments 


I. THE TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS. 
Vs. 12, 18. 

The Spirit draweth Him forth into 
the wilderness—It is very natural that, af- 
ter such vision as he had of the Spirit de- 
scending upon Him and such a voice as He 
had heard from heaven, He should desire 
to be alone for a season for meditation and 
thought over the work God would have Him 
do as His beloved Son. The Spirit urged 
Him into such meditation and thought in the 
wilderness where He could be alone. Forty 
days tempted of Satan—Matthew and Luke 
speak of three temptations, which extended 
together over a period of forty days. Mark, 
without mentioning any particular tempta- 
tions, speaks of temptations throughout this 
period. The entire period of meditation 
was a period of temptation. The nearer we 
come to God, the more we meditate on our 
duty, responsibility, and the difficulties at- 
tending the same, the more we are tempted 
and tried to the uttermost. The tempter 
seeks to turn us away from the pathway of 
righteousness and divert our footsteps into 
forbidden paths as we meditate upon the 
magnitude of our responsibility,and the dif- 
ficulties of our task and this is the time we 
need the Word of God to guide us, and the 
Spirit of the Master to inspire us, and the 
wisdom of a clear mind to illuminate our 
pathway. 


II. JESUS BEGINS PREACHING IN GALILEE. 
Vs. 14, 15. 

Delivered up—Put into prison. In Mark 
6:17, 18 we are told why John was im- 
prisoned. Jesus came into Galilee—This 
implies that He had been working elsewhere 
for a time or that he left His home in Naz- 
areth to begin His work in the whole dis- 
trict of Galilee. (Compare John, chapters 
2-4) Matthew mentions the fact that He 
took up His permanent residence in Caper- 
naum at this time. The time is fulfilledA— 
the time that was necessary to elapse befcre 


the kingdom of the new dispensation should 
begin had passed, and He was ready to take 
up the work assigned Him to do. And The 
kingdom of God is at hand—This kingdom 
means the reign of God among men; that 
state of human society in God’s human so- 
ciety in which God’s will is obeyed. - In one 
sense the “kingdom of God” has always 
been in the world, since God has always. been 
present in the world influencing men’s 
hearts and lives, and there have always been 
men who have sought to do God’s will. But 
the prophets and pious men of Israel were 
always hoping for a time in which God’s 
will should be done from a free choice in- 
fluenced by love and fellowship between man 
and God rather than by fear that drives 
men to obey from extraneous considerations. 
Such free service and companionship be- 
tween God and man was such a radical 
change in man’s attitude towards God that 
the new relation was considered as the be- 
ginning of a new kingdom. Such a king- 
dom as this was near at hand. A great for- 
ward step was about to be taken in bringing 
about this new order of things and this hap- 
py condition. The prayer for this condi- 
tion on earth as it is in heaven is a perpet- 
ual model prayer for all Christians and for 
all time. Jesus does not explain yet how 
this happy state shall take place between 
Him and His disciples, but unfolds it little 
by little to them as they were able to under- 
stand and receive it. 


III. THE CALL OF THE FOUR FISHERMEN. 
Vs. 16-25. 


Fishers of men—They should be made 
able to go out among men and skilfully 
draw them away from their previous asso- 
ciates, attitudes, and habits, just as skilful 
fishermen, by the use of attractive bait, al- 
lure and gather fish out of the sea. Jesus 
would make them such fishers of men as to 
enable them with a fisherman’s patience and 
faith and keen anticipation of remote ideals 
would catch men not to destroy or to injure, 
but to save them with an everlasting salva- 
tion. Straightway they left their nets and 
followed him—They had met Jesus before 
this and had formed some acquaintance 
with Him, but now they leave their old 
business and enter upon their supreme busi- 
ness of life, leaving all, sacrificing all, and 
following Him who became the sacrifice for 
all. Henceforth they were to be His com- 
panions and helpers and identify themselves 
with Him and the new kingdom. James . . 
and John—It is generally agreed that the 
unnamed disciple was John, in John 1: 40, 
and was the son of Zebedee. His modesty 
forbade him to mention himself by name. 
There is no mention of James’ having met 
Jesus before, but it is possible that he had 
done so, or he may have known him only by 
John. Straightway he called them—He gave 
them the same kind of invitation that He 
had given the other two. Jesus did not 
stress a theoretical evidence of His Messiah- 
ship, but desired that men should “come 
and see” for themselves, realizing that ex- 
perience is the crowning evidence of the 
Christian life “with the hired servant.” 
This indicates both that Zebedee and his 
sons were not very poor men, as some would 
have us believe, but that the sons were 
making something of a financial sacrifice to 
give up their business and engage in this 
work of the kingdom. They were not aban- 
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doning poverty-stricken parents who needed 
the support of their sons. 

When we consider the essential lessons to 
be drawn from this study perhaps what we 
learn from the temptations of the Master 
is one of the greatest helps to the young 
Christian just entering upon the duties and 
responsibilities of life. Too many become 
discouraged when they are tempted, but 
temptation simply tries the strength and 
stability of the Christian faith and if he 
does not yield to the temptation and enter 
into sin, he is made strong for temptations 
in less guarded moments of the busy Chris- 
tian life. 

We should not confine our ministrations to 
too narrow circles. Christian service is not 
narrow and selfish, but is wide, altruistic, 
and world-wide in interest and social fellow- 
ship. We need an evangelistic church and 
gospel, but we no less need a social gospel 
that seeks to social good of humanity as 
well as the salvation of the individual, but 
the only way to make the social gospel 
effective is to evangelize the individuals who 
make up society. By evangelism we lead 
the individual to accept Christ and follow 
Him, but Christianity is social, ethical, and 
spiritual, and these qualities and spiritual 
values prepare for Christian fellowship and 
companionship which is the communion 
of saints in the Church militant and 
triumphant. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


A. Harper, LL. D. ~ Secretary 
Blon College, N. C. 
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FRIENDSHIP CHECK BOOK 
WHAT IT IS 


The Friendship Check Book is the newest, 
most unique stimulator of friendship on the 
market to-day. The contents are made up 
of twelve very beautiful post-cards designed 
to convey a spirit of patriotism and friend- 
ship in this present-day atmosphere. Each 
card is attached to a stub, as in a regular 
check book. On the stub is sufficient space 
for name and data, which may be used for 
future reference. The card, with message, 
after being directed, is detached and for- 
warded. 


THE PURPOSE 


The purpose of the Friendship Check 
Book is not only to create friendship, but 
also to help retain it. The necessary means 
are provided to keep absent friends sup- 
plied with material that will inspire friend- 
ship and stimulate correspondence. The 
boys in cantonments, Y. M. C. A. huts, in the 
trenches, or on board ship; the friends and 
relatives far from home, or those in school, 
in college, or in the work of the Red Cross, 
all will appreciate the gift of a Check Book 
on the Bank of Friendship. You can be a 
source of supply and of untold blessing if 
you will. The returns will be living memen- 
toes for yourself and friends drawn from 
the inexhaustible fountain of friendship. 
Make an investment to-day, and increase 
your valuation. 


OPPORTUNITIES 
For You 
You can increase your fund of Friend- 
ship, and bring happiness and cheer to oth- 
ers, by securing a supply of these Friend-’ 
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ship Check Books,' and distribute them as 
gifts. It makes an inexpensive gift. You 
can also secure these books in large quanti- 
ties at a special rate and sell them at a 
profit. The profit may be used to meet your 
obligations to charitable purposes. Think 
this over. 


For Your Society 


Form a Friendship Club in your society. 
Secure a quantity of the Friendship Check 
Books at a special rate and distribute among 
the members of the Club. They in turn can 
forward the books to their friends “some- 
where,” keeping copies for themselves for 
use in cheering the “shut-ins.” Also, why 
not sell these Check Books and use the profit 
to help the Armenians; the Belgians; the 
needy anywhere, or to pay your apportion- 
ment to missions, or to meet the financial 
budget of your society? Think this over, too. 


For Your Union 


Local, County, District, and State Unions 
will do well to grasp this opportunity to 
raise money to stimulate their contributions 
to charitable purposes. This plan provides 
the means to meet all obligations incurred in 
union work. The Connecticut Christian En- 
deavor Union sold more than 6,000 of these 
Check Books and contributed the profits to 
the Armenian Relief Fund. Special discount 
to unions. Write to us to-day. 


For Your Sunday-school 


Sunday-school officers and teachers will be 
better able to “hold” their members and 
keep in touch with absentees by the use of 
the Friendship Check Book. It also affords 
an opportunity for classes to raise funds 
for class work and class benevolences. We 
have a special quantity rate for classes. 
Why not try the plan? It works. 


For Your Church 


Ladies’ Aid Societies, Guilds, Leagues, 
and kindred organizations connected with 
the church can help the church in many 
ways by introducing the method of the 
Friendship Check Book. It is just the thing 
for the Sunshine Committee of your church. 
It helps to “Brighten the Corner” wherever 
it finds a way. As a financial proposition 
it will help meet the needs of your church. 
A card from you will bring a special rate 
on large quantities. Why not help your 
church, too? 


Address all communications to United So- 
ciety of Christian Endeavor, Boston, Mass. 


Topic for January 13, 1918 


REACHING UPWARD 
Psalm 63: 1-8 


The Scripture :— 


O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: 
my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee 
in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see 
thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in 
the sanctuary. Because thy lovingkindness is better 
than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I bless 
thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy 
name. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful 
lips: When I remember thee upon my bed, and medi- 
tate on thee in the night watches. Because thou hast 
been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings 
will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard after thee: thy 
right hand upholdeth me. 





The Leader:—Last week our topic told 
us about becoming Christians. This time 


we are to do what Christians should always 
do—reach upward. We are under necessity 
of looking forward and upward. We can- 
not stand still. We wish to consider togeth- 
er now how we can have this upward reach 
power—how we can go forward. What is 
your experience? Who will be first? (Be- 
fore opening the meeting to general partic- 
ipation, let the leader give his own testi- 
mony in regard to the upward reach.) 

Topics For Brief Essays and Addresses: 
—Realizing the Presence of God—How? 
Books and the Upward Reach; The Bible 
and Forwardness; The Quiet Hour and New 
Visions of Duty; Service and the Upward 
View; How Paul Got His Vision; John; i. 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—What is it “to reach upward?” 
Why do the people perish where there is no 
vision? How does God speak most readily 
to me? Is it through prayer? Attendance 
on divine worship? When I serve others? 
Read the Bible? Read books? How? Is 
it my duty to cultivate His presence? Why 
does He wish us to look up? Ought we to 
try to get others also to look upward? Why? 
What is the real motive for helping others? 
How shall we best do it? Will giving money 
alone suffice? 


NOTES 


Don’t fail to read about the “Friendship 
Check Book” in this issue. The price per 
single copy is 25 cents; by the dozen, $2.75. 
Order of Netum Rathbun, C. P. A. Bidg., 
Dayton, Ohio, or the United Society of 
Christian Endeavor, Boston, Mass. 

Our New Bedford, Mass., church has en- 
tered the Standardization Contest. Next? 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - = - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 





We expect soon to issue a Foreign Mis- 
sion Bulletin which will contain much ma- 
terial of great value and interest. It will 
be sent out broadcast, and we shall be glad 
to send copies to all who ask for it. 


Literature for the foreign mission offer- 
ing is nearly ready for distribution. We 
expect to provide the best literature which 
has ever gone out from the Mission Rooms 
for this purpose, and there will be some- 
thing for the pastors as well as for the 
members of the church. Early in January 
we hope to begin mailing the literature. 


We have received a few excellent offerings 
from Sunday-schools for Armenian and 
Syrian relief, and hope that many more 
will soon be remitted to our treasurer. No- 
body can imagine the awful need which 
these offerings will help to meet. As our 
readers know, the Sunday-schools of the 
world were asked to make a Christmas of- 
fering in behalf of the stricken people of 
Armenia and Syria. This should go a long 
way toward giving permanent relief and 
helping the people to re-establish them- 
selves, but it is conditioned largely on the 
amount contributed by the individual school. 
If your Sunday-school has not yet taken the 
offering, we hope that it will soon and will 
remit promptly. It is estimated that at 
least thirty million dollars will be needed 
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to tide the people over the present emer- 
gency and help them to build new homes, 
sow fields, and reap the next harvest. About 
the only nation that is really in position to 
give adequate help is the American. 


We have only good reports from our mis- 
sionaries in Japan, with the exception that 
Dr. Woodworth has not yet recovered from 
the severe cold which he contracted during 
the recent typhoon. He has been unable to 
resume his school work, but we trust that he 
may soon be able to enter again upon the 
work which he so much loves. 


Recent word from Porto Rico informs us 
that Brother Pedro Roman, pastor of our 
little church at Arus, is at the point of 
death. He has been severely afflicted with 
malaria and his recovery is doubtful. We 
hope, however, that he may be spared to the 
work. He has always been faithful and has 
done more work than the average pastor is 
called upon to do. His family needs him 
badly, and we trust that the people here in © 
the United States will remember them in 
their prayers. ’ 


Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Willard are in 
Montesano, Wash., assisting Missionary D. 
C. Loucks in his work there, and in other 
parts of the Washington field. It is their 
desire to proceed eastward as soon as pos- 
sible. As already announced in THE HER- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, Mr. Willard desires 
a pastorate. We have received a beautiful 
photo of Mrs. Willard in the costume of a 
high caste Brahmin woman. Mr. Willard 
proposes to allow societies or Sunday-school 
classes to sell these photos at 25 cents each, 
retaining 10 cents and remitting to him 15 
cents. All profits of the photos might be 
devoted to missionary work, the 10 cents re- 
tained by the society or class could be de- 
voted to our misssionary work in Japan or 
Porto Rico, and the fifteen cents remitted to 
Mr. Willard. Until the Willards have a per- 
manent address, any orders for the photos 
may be sent to M. T. Morrill, C. P. A. Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Probably no event of the past year has 
created such a thrill of satisfaction in Chris- 
tendom as the capture of Jerusalem by the 
British army. It now transpires that the 
German Emperor had expected to make Je- 
rusalem the capital of his world empire, and 
that already considerable building had been 
done in the city and was contemplated, look- 
ing forward to the establishment of the cap- 
ital. The city itself was little damaged by 
the opposing armies, most of the fighting 
having taken place on the hills a little aloof 
from the city. Of course both Moslems and 
Jews and Christians will continue to live in 
Jerusalem, and probably for the present 
none of them will be molested; but Chris- 
tians cannot help hoping that the city of 
Jerusalem may be much freer of access to 
people of other faiths than it has been in 
the past. It is hoped also that the fanati- 
cism of the Moslems may be curbed and 
that Christian mission work may go for- 
ward with accelerated pace. It is well 
known that some very excellent missionaries 
are located in the city and have been for 
years conducting most self-sacrificing mis- 
sionary work which has commended itself 
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to the population of the city. So long as 
the British government is in control, it is 
quite sure that a more liberal policy will be 
adopted toward all religious faiths, and one 
result should be the opening of all that 
country, and even Arabia itself, to the work 
of Christian missionaries. 


It is necessary to remind our readers 
again that this is the closing year of the 
quadrennium, when we expect to make the 
best showing possible to make and to close 
up the quadrennium with a splendid record. 
There is undoubtedly larger interest in our 
missionary work, and in missions in gen- 
eral in our brotherhood, than at any time 
before. Last year was the best year so far 
as finances were concerned. War condi- 
tions may make some difference this year, 
but we are expecting that they will help 
rather than hinder the missionary work. 
One thing is sure: foreign missions are 
needed more to-day than they have been at 
any time in the past hundred years. There 
will be much bitterness, and hatred, and 
ruined Christian work to be overcome, in 
order to re-establish the Kingdom and draw 
the nations together in Christian harmony. 
We have before called the attention of our 
readers to the fact that the work of some 
missionary societies has been largely de- 
stroyed, and that some American boards and 
societies have already undertaken to carry 
on a part of the work which has thus been 
abandoned. This has produced, of course, 
greater strain upon the boards here in 
America. Our own board has not attempt- 
ed anything of that kind, but it must at- 
tempt greater things. The cost of living is 
increasing greatly in Japan, and recent let- 
ters tell of the absolutely necessary increase 
in salaries for the native pastors and work- 
ers. Extra grants must be given to the 
missionaries, according to present indica- 
tions. Conditions in Japan are quite sim- 
ilar to those in Porto Rico, so that un- 
doubtedly all along the line of our mission- 
ary work, we shall have greater expenses. 
This added with the increased need—cer- 
tainly should appeal to our constituency. 
Let there be no slackening of our missionary 
work. The people of America will continue 
business, receive incomes, and the majority 
of them will make some profit and perhaps 
accumulate a little, although many will have 
to use past savings for a living. It is safe 
to say that Christians in America and of 
all denominations have an abundance of 
means with which to continue their Chris- 
tian work, both at home and abroad. This 
is the hour that calls for a devotion which 
will enlist everybody jn the support of 
Christian enterprises and prevent retrench- 
ment or the abandonment of work. We are 
fully persuaded that our brethren will see 
to it that pur work does not suffer, but 
rather that it may be increased to meet the 
present tremendous. demands. 





BE PATIENT 
Under present conditions it is difficult to 
guarantee the prompt delivery of anything, 
either$mail or metchandise. The December 


number of -The Christian Missionary has’ 







“delaytd by the closing down of the 
@per mill which has furnished the stock 
which the magazine has beén printed. It 


* ‘was not possible to secure a supply of paper 


immediately, and for that reason the maga- 
zine is very late in reaching its readers. 
There is likely also to be some delay in the 
mails. We are sorry that it happens to be 
so, but will do our best to secure the prompt 
publication. This explanation is made for 
the sake of many readers who depend upon 
the prompt delivery of the magazine. 





Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 





The Woman’s Missionary Department 
wishes every one of its readers twelve 
months of prosperity; fifty-two weeks of 
health; three hundred and sixty-five days 
of happiness. 


The ten points of the Standard of Excel- 
lence are every one of them important for 
at least two reasons. 


Won’t you resolve to do all you can this 
year to help your missionary society gain 
first honor rank? 


One point of the Standard of Excellence 
(No. 10) must be carried out in January, 
and in order to do good work four other 
points (Numbers 1, 2, 4, and 6) should be 
considered at the January missionary meet- 
ing. 


A good place to begin is at the beginning, 
and the first point of the Standard of Ex- 
cellence—ten per cent. increase in member- 
ship—should be well considered at the first 
meeting of the year. Some societies will 
have to begin early and work late to gain 
the necessary ten per cent. increase in mem- 
bership, and indeed point one is well worth 
the careful consideration of every mission- 
ary society in the Christian Church. 

If your society has not “The Christian 
Missionary in at least one-half of the fam- 
ilies in the society” (see.point 4 of the 
Standard of Excellence) January is the very 
best month of the year to boost your sub- 
scription list. 

The Christian Missionary will help you 
gain all the ten points of the Standard of 
Excellence if (and, oh, how important that 
little word is!) you and the other members 
of your Missionary Society subscribe for it, 
an dread it. 


Some advertising matter of the Mission- 
ary Review of the World has been received 
according to which the Missionary Review 
is “The Indispensable Missionary Magazine 
for Women.” The Missionary Review of 
the. World is issued monthly and the price 
is two dollars and fifty cents a year, pub- 
lished by the Missionary Review Publish- 
ing Company, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. We advise our missionary societies 
to take the Missionary Review. Dr. Morrill 
recommends it as a fine missonary magazine 
that will do our missionary societies good. 
A missionary society will do well to take 
the Missionary Review for the president’s 
use, and to pass around for the members 
to read. Our own Christian Missionary— 
is the one missionary magazine that is in- 
dispensable for our missionary women, 
where only one can be taken—but almost 
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any society can take one copy of the Mis- 
sionary Review as a supplementary help, 
and be the better for it. 


LIFE MEMBERS 


Life members of the Woman’s Board for 
Home Missions not before reported: 


Mrs. Hattie Orrendorff, Georgetown, oO. 
Mrs. Ollie Liming, Hamersville, Ohio. 
Mrs. Almeretta Hoover, Felicity, Ohio. 
Mrs. Jennie Stroman, West Union, Ohio. 
Mrs. Rue Bretz, Felicity, Ohio. _ 
Mrs. Lucinda Myrick, Bethel, Ohio. 
Mrs. Julia King, Bethel, Ohio. . 
Mrs. Ella Shinkle, Hamersville, Ohio. 
Mrs. Lizzie Shelton, Aberdeen, Ohio. — 
Mrs. S. Minnie Wallace, Mt. Orab, Ohio. 
Mrs. Josaphine White, New Richmond, O. 
Mrs. Ella McKibben, Feesburg, Ohio. 
Mrs. Emma Huff, Bentonville, Ohio. 
Mrs. Effie Toush, Bentonville, Ohio. 
Mrs. Lucy Kellum, Feesburg, Ohio. 
Mrs. Mina Connor, Westboro, Ohio. 
Mrs. Ella Kinneett, Russelville, Ohio. 
Mrs. Bertha Tillotson, Urbana, IIl., 905 
South Race St. 
Mrs. Rebecca Ross, Fountain, Mich. 
Mrs. Hazel Hendershot, Franklinton, 
N. C. 

Emity K. BisHop, President. 

LuEMMaA HEss, Secretary. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - Secretary 
Previdence, R. I. 








SOME THINGS NOT IN CURRICULUM 


Dean George C. Enders Gives Interesting 
Book Review in Defiance Chapel 


In the third chapel service of the year, 
Dean George C. Enders gave an interest- 
ing review of the book “Not in the Curric- 
ulum,” the work of two Princeton gradu- 
ates, who tabulated the things college had 
done for them outside the class room. 


The talk was directed not only to the 
members of the entering class, but to all 
upper classmen as well, and the speaker ad- 
vised every college student to read the book. 
After referring to the statement of Henry 
van Dyke, who wrote the introduction to 
the work, that the finest art is the art of 
living, Dean Enders spoke of some of the 
admonitions of the book as follows: 

1. Keep your eyes open and your mouth 
shut. 

2. Don’t try to overthrow the estab- 
lished customs before the college knows you. 

3. Start with a goal in mind. 

4. Don’t think the officers you elect in 
your Freshman year will be most popular 
when you are seniors. 

5. Make an honest effort to know your 
fellows. 

6. Make your criticism constructive. 

7. Deal charitably with those against 
whom you have a grudge. 

8. If you are lazy, study; that is the best 
way of getting out of extra work. 

9. Study for the sake of learning, not 
to prepare for an examination. 

10. Remember great men are made, not 
born. 

11. Don’t try to kill time, for it is far too 
valuable a commodity. 

12. You will never find time for any- 
thing. You will have to make it. 

13. If you would be popular, do not try 
to be. Respect is the highest form of popu- 
larity. 
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14. It is better to be right than popular, 
but unpopularity is no particular sign that 
you are right. 

15. Too much money defeats its own pur- 

pose. Don’t.forget you will lose no respect 
by a prompt payment of your bills. 
- 16. The fact that you are poor does not 
indicate that you are on the road to great- 
ness. Being poor, however, makes one care- 
ful. ; 

17. College slang is not understandable 
outside of college, and a too generous use 
of it will undermine your ability to express 
yourself in good English. 

18. Real Christianity is practical. Be 
earnest, sincere, natural. A man who never 
makes mistakes, never makes anything else. 

The talk closed with Dean Stanley’s defi- 
nition of success: 


SUCCESS 


He has achieved success who has lived 
well, laughed often, and loved much; who 
has gained the respect of intelligent men 
and the love of little children; who has filled 
his niche and accomplished his task; who 
has left the world better than he found it, 
whether: by an improved poppy, a perfect 
poem, or a rescued soul; who has never 
lacked appreciation of earth’s beauty or 
failed to express it; who has always looked 
for the best in others and given the best he 
had; whose life was an inspiration, whose 
memory a benediction.—Defiance Collegian. 


MISSIONARIES SHOULD NOT BE TOO 
FLESHY 


This has been a busy month. It being the 
beginning of another mission year, we have 
been going carefully over our books, taking 
an inventory as it were of the work. Com- 
mencing with the Sunday-school, every 
name is being carefully indexed and placed 
on a card in a regular business fashion, 
just as I used to index the list of our 
patrons when I was bookkeeper for a fac- 
tory. After the name and address I place 
whatever information I can collect, and 
some of it is rather interesting reading. 
The eight classes of our Sunday-school be- 
ing properly classified, the next thing was 
to turn to the Home Department and the 
Cradle Roll. Last week I enrolled twenty- 
nine new members in each of these depart- 
ments, the mother of the baby in many in- 
stances being enrolled in the Home Depart- 
ment. By Christmas I want to have at least 
fifty names on my Cradle Roll, and I wish 
Santa Claus would send me an assortment 
of dolls for them, from little rubber dolls 
for the tiny ones, the youngest baby I have 
is but twelve days old, up to some nicely- 
dressed dolls for the older girls, and a few 
stuffed animals or Teddy Bears for the 
boys. The war is making it hard for the 
poor people of this island to secure the very 
necessities of life, and whatever Christmas 
cheer is given the children must come from 
the friends in the States. 

Sunday evening Mr. Barrett went to 
Saint Isabel to take Mr. and Mrs. Martinez 
over to introduce them to their new field 
of labor. The first of November they ex- 
pect to begin work at Saint Isabel, the 
Young People of the Eastern Virginia Con- 
ference having raised the money for the 
support of a pastor at that place. Dona 
Delfina, who has been so faithful for so 
many years in Saint Isabel, will come to 
Ponce and help us here. Mr. Barrett is 


taking charge of all the services in Ponce 
at present and week by week we note a 
steady improvement in attendance at our 
services. Last Sunday evening when he 
went to Saint Isabel, i 


preached. 
Leonada, 


Juan Rodriguiz 
He is the grandson of Dona 
the faithful member we have 


mentioned so often, and Juan is the little 
boy who first started to Sunday-school be- 
cause he heard them singing The Gloria 
song. Perhaps some of the readers will re- 
call that incident which was also written 
up for The Christian Missionary. 

All members of our Mission are well at the 
present writing. I have been steadily gain- 
ing flesh for the past six months and have 
only thirty pounds now to gain back to my 
weight when I came down. I have mapped 
out a good many visits to our church people, 
for I want to get in all my calls before I 
again begin going through the floors be- 
cause of my weight. I never shall forget 
my embarrassment when I first came down, 
when I went to a cottage prayer-meeting 
and, stepping on a worm-eaten plank, fell 
through, and the time they had getting me 
out! Two weeks ago I broke a board in 
the porch of a house where I called, and as 
there are a number of worm-eaten boards 
in my own floors, I step very lightly as I 
move around the house. Here is hoping 
that I never make up the thirty pound. 
I do not need them, and every added pound 
makes it just so much more difficult to en- 
dure the hot weather. 


There has been general rejoicing over the 
fact that the Mission Board has decided 
to buy the house in which Mr. Barrett and 
family reside. The location is the coolest 
in Ponce, the house is a well-built cement 
structure with high ceilings and walls about 
a foot thick, so on the hottest days the 
house is cool, but there are a number of re- 
pairs to be made soon. At present the 
railings of the front porch have rotted 
and fallen out, until when Mr. Barrett com- 
mences to tell where he lives, the answer is, 
“Oh, yes, you live in the house which has 
no balustrade to the balcony!” Rather a 
bad example for an American to set, so we 
are very happy to know that now the balcony 
can be repaired and people will be forced to 
find some other way of designating the Casa 
of the Americano. My fence is postively the 
worst in Ponce. It is constructed of boards, 
fences here are usually of stone or galvan- 
ized iron or cement, and the boards have 
become worm eaten and it leans over al- 
most at an angle of forty-five degrees, but 
I am trying to cover up its defects with 
vines, for vines, like charity, cover a multi- 
tude of defects. 


Last week another incident was added to 
my list of experiences down here. I woke 
up with a stinging sensation in my hand 
and, turning on the electric light, I found 
that there was a slight puncture just above 
the lower joint of the thumb of my right 
hand. The wound was rapidly turning dark 
and the pain, a burning sensation, extended 
up to my elbow. I searched every part of 
my room for a centipede, or a tarantula. 
Failing to find anything, I held my hand 
under running water to ease the pain and 
as soon as it was time for the Barrett fam- 
ily to be through with their breakfast, I 
went down to ask Mrs. Barrett what could 
be the matter. By that time the place had 
assumed the appearance of a blood blister. 
Mrs. Barrett told me to go to a drug store 
immediately and have it examined. At 
the drug store I was told it was only the 
bite of an infected mosquito, and was given 
a disinfectant to apply, but all day I was 
in such pain that it was impossible even to 
read. The Mission Board was in session 
that day, so I spent the time poulticing my 
hand and wishing that the Mission Board 
would provide us with houses with screens 
which would keep out all kinds of bugs, 
worms, and insects. For three days I prac- 
tically had no use of my right hand. I lost 
one entire day, and still have a running 
sore on my hand as the result of just one 
mosquito bite. Often in my visits I have 
seen children covered with just such sores 
as I have on my hand and I rather doubted 
the word of the mothers when they would 
say it was mosquito bites, and while not 
being from Missouri, it evidently was neces- 
sary that “I be shown” that it could be so. 


Ponce, P. R. e 
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WYOMING. 


The Land of Opportunities 


Wyoming to-day offers the best Op- 
portunities that were ever offered the 
American people. 


Choice land, good water, ideal cli- 
mate, good class of people, best of 
school systems, churches, R. F. mx; 
g0od roads. 


You cannot make a mistake in com- 
ing to Wyoming and buying a home 
now; land is advancing every day in 
price and production. 


We are in a position to sell any size 
tract of land at the right price. 


We have a number of 320 acre 
tracts near a little Christian College 
town on the C. & N. W. RB. R. This 
is a Christian community with a very 
high class of Christian people; an ex- 
cellent place to bring up a family. 

If interested write 


KNIGHT & SEWARD 
Douglas, Wyo. 


Arnold’s 
Practical Commentary 


On the International Sunday-school Lessons 
for 1918 7 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home 
Readings. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, 
Practical Truth, Topic and Outline arranged 
F aaa “ as a responsive exer- 

cise. 4. Text-also in 
American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Par- 
allel Accounts. 8. Com- 
ments. "9. Questions. 
10. tical Survey. 
11. Practical Applica- 
tion. 12.. Blackboard 
Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. 
The Intermediate Class. 
15. The Juniors. 16. 
M 18. Bible Dictionary. "283 wages 

aps. . Bible Dictionary. 8. 
Price, Postpaid, 70c. — 


We will send The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty and a copy of Arnold’s Practical Com- 
mentary for $2.25. Full remittance must 
accompany order for this combination offer. 














Other Commentaries 
Peloubet’s Select Notes, Price, post- 
DOI sissctnntncchrrctiesickaaaitieeess $1.35 
Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, postpaid... 1.35 


The Gist of the Lesson, By R. A. Tor- 

rey, D. D., vest pocket size, price, 

Gaeta ae alaliatinaiieiennornigne 

Self-pronouncing Lesson Commentary, 
by J. M. Coon, V. Pasize. 





Price, cloth binding .. 25 

Price, Morocco binding .. . 85 

Price, Morocco binding, Interleaved .50 
—_—_ 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCN 
Fifth and Ladiow Streets 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Rye, N. H.—Work is moving along well 
under the leadership of the pastor, all 
things considered. Weather conditions have 
hindered attendance at church services, and 
at social gatherings, such as the supper and 
social, given by the Ladies’ Choral Society. 
Death has recently claimed one of the 


church members, and also another who had ° 


been a constant attendant and supporter of 
the church, and who contributed largely to 
the erection of the present church building 
and parsonage. Through the solicitation of 
the pastor, Mr. and Mrs. Francis E. Drake 
made the church a Christmas present of one 
hundred dollars for the purchase of a ster- 
eopticon’ ‘lantern, which will be much ap- 
preciated. 


East Lynn, Mass.—A visit by the secre- 
tary to the Peoples church recently found 
the work in a hopeful condition. The ladies 
held in the early part of December a Christ- 
mas sale, which was quite successful. 

Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Willard, who went 
out from this church about a year ago to 
take up missionary work in India, have been 
forced to return to this country on account 
of war conditions. They are at present in 
the cd&tate of Washington, where they have 

iving lectures on work and conditions 
in India. They are soon to be in special 
services at Montesano, with Rev. D. C. 
Loucks, and“desire our prayers for the 
Lord’s Picssing: 
Visine ° 


‘Mirror’ Bidke, N. H., Dec. 22—The church 
at Mirror Lake, after being without a pas- 
tor for three years and more, has been for- 
tunate in securing. Rev. C. W. Passey, who 
began his labors: November 11th. At the 
present, regular morning and evening serv- 
ices are held Sunday. Also prayer-meeting 
and Bible study Wednesday and Friday 
evenings. Mr. and Mrs. Passey are enter- 
ing into the work with a great deal of in- 
terest and the people are coming out in 
large,numbers to all of the meetings. At 

‘present a Christmas concert is being re- 
arsed for next Tuesday evening.—JOHN 
A. ,EDGEBLY. 
One 
‘Portland, Me.—A few years ago, when I 
was serving the church at Laconia and had 
been away from my first chargeBrownells 
Corner, Westport, Mass.—about seventeen 
years, I was called back there to attend a 
memorial service. The recent passing be- 
yond of the choice spirit of Mrs. Nannie C. 
Brownell-Lewis, wife of Rev. J. Manvill 
Lewis, of that locality, meant a return to 
this first charge after all these years. Mrs. 
Lewis has been in feeble health for many 
months, but declined rapidly the last few 
days. The services were held at the church, 
where so much of consecrated Christian ac- 
tivity has been given this many years. There 
was a large and representative gathering 
that testified of the high esteem in which 
our sister was held. Mrs. Lewis was the 
daughter of Deacon and Mrs. Edwin Law- 
ton. She was twice married—first to Mr. 
Frank Brownell, who died many years ago. 
Miss Helen, a successful school-teacher for 
many years, was their daughter. Rev. J. M. 
Lewis and Mrs. Brownell were united in 
marriage about eighteen ‘years ago. After 
pastorates together at Woodstock, Vt., and 
Dighton, Mass., Mr. and Mrs. Lewis return- 
ed to Brownells Corner from the church 
from which Brother Lewis retired from the 
active pastorate, after being pastor of ‘this 
church in all seven years. ‘ Rather recently, 
the church building has been raised and a 


ENGLISH. 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars ferever and ever.” 


vestry placed beneath. This was greatly 
needed and serves every purpose of the 
usual vestry, including a place for suppers 
and entertainments. 

The years have brought many changes to 
the community. and to the church. A Sun- 
day-school is held and a brother from a 
church at Westport Factory supplies the 
pulpit. It would appear that a church con- 
stituency could be built up. The writer re- 
members Sunday evenings when “they” 
came from many miles in all directions of a 
Sunday evening, and a congregation of sev- 
enty-five—by actual count—could easily be 
assembled. 7? 

Vacant churches, many of them; church- 
less pastors, quite a few. Is a. broader 
Christian charity, less selfishness, more re- 
gard for the real concerns of vital, practical 
religion the only thing that will get shep- 
herd and flock together in growing num- 


bers? 
E. H. Macy. 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, Dec. 21—The extreme weather has 
greatly hindered revivals. We have to hold 
on longer to get victory and that delays 
me in getting to other points. It is better 
to hold on till we get victory than to leave 
too soon. Be patient, and we will get around 
sometime. I feel sad at the passing away 
of my old friend, J. N. -Linzy. He was act- 
ive in revivals and conference work. My 
sympathies are for his wife and friends... A 
Merry Christmas to all—A. H. BENNETT. 


Bone Gap, Dec. 27—Am at Poplar on a 
special trip for funeral of Mr. John .F. 
Bickle, eighty-two years of age. Mr. Bickle 
is the father of Mrs. L. B. Eaton, formerly 
of Texas City, Ill. I will visit friends in 
Eldorado to-morrow and go on to Pleasant 
Union, Saturday morning. I met Rev. 
Early Monday. He reports good meeting 
at Burnt Prairie Sunday. He begins his 
meeting at Louisville, the 26th. I want to 
hold my meeting at Hord as soon as con- 
venient.—JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


- Danville, Station C, Dec. 27—Both of the 
churches to which I am preaching this year 
gave splendid Christmas programs. On ac- 
count of the war strain, the giving of pres- 
ents was largely eliminated. At Arthur, 
some of the Sunday-schools took out shares 
or memberships in the Red Cross. One 
member was received there at the service 
last Sunday evening. The special program 
with the Tilton church was given to a full 
house. The writer was recently called to 
Muncie to conduct the funeral service of a 
life-time member of the Christian church, 
Mrs. Uriah Osborn, mother of Brother 
Osborn of this place—JOHN A. STOVER. 


Tuscola, Dec. 21—Hope all ye who read a 
Merry Christmas. Dr. D. E. Millard has 
fallen. A noble veteran of the cross. The 
man after whom I was named. May God 
help me to emulate his good deeds. La 
grippe has kept me housed for a few days, 
but am planning greater things for the 
Lord the coming year. Churches in Central 
Illinois chiefly are planning to have some- 
thing as a reminder of the birth of the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, to whom evéry 
knee shall bow and offer their hearts and 
lives to His service and do Him homage. 
“Will a ‘man rob God?” I go to Milmine 
to-morrow and begin special méetings with 
the church in Garrett on Christmas night. 
Dr. John A. Stover is making a récotd at 
Arthur. Nothing but good words are said 
of him by the whole city, the church without 
exception. Bro. E. C. Geeding highly 
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pleased in his new field. A very acceptable 
visit with him at Bro. Hiram Meece’s in 
Pierson, Saturday night. ‘Watchman, what 
of the night?”—HOEL. 


Greenup, Dec. 26—Our meeting at White 

ak was a real spiritual meeting. Rev. 
Brooks, their pastor, is a fine pastor and is. 
held in the highest esteem by his people. 
We had thirteen confessions and I never 
was treated better by any people—may the 
Master continue to bless the pastor and peo- 
ple I commence a meeting at New Hope 
to-morrow night. They have no pastor. I 
am going to preach for them during the 
week until they get a pastor and then I go 
to help Elder J. A. Tracy at Tipton, Illinois, 
Monday night after the first Sunday in Jan- 
uary. Brethren, while the dark clouds of 
war are hovering over our nation, let us get 
closer to the Master and let Him be our 
great leader, and be loyal to Jesus and to 
our government and we will be sure of vic- 
tory in the name of Jesus.—S. PRICE. 


INDIANA 


Tipton, Dec. 24—Our work at Oakland, 
Howard County, Indiana, is doing well. Last 
evening we raised our proportion, for the 
year, for The American Christian Conven- 
tion, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and 
Education $5.00 each, making $20.00, for 
which please give us credit for the year. 
Brother Berkes is our efficient superintend- 
ent,. and is held in high estetem, Our work 
at New Hope, Tipton County, with Brother 
Simmons as leader, is doing spiendidly. Bro. 
John Bozell is chorister. On December 9, 
it was my duty to officiate at the funeral of 
Rev. John Laymen, one of our conference 
brethren. Brother Laymen was.one, of our 
most worthy and truest men of God. He 
left eight children and many friends. The 
funeral was well attended. He will be 
missed and lovingly remembered. The pres- 
ent year has been one of interest and much 
anxious thought. Let us pray that the com- 
ing year will be one of profit and joy in the 
Lord’s work.—GE0. D. FOSTER. 


IOWA 


Corning, Dec. 19—Again we come with a 
report from Hamburg, Ia., or better known 
as Lone Chapel. Have been preaching for 
these people only a few months, and though 
the services are being held on Wednesday 
nights instead of Sundays, there is always 
good attendance. There are a lot of fine 
people in this community and earnest, zeal- 
ous people who delight to do good. The Sun- 
day-school, under the leadership of Brother 
Frank Murry, is in a healthy condition and 
on Dec. 2, had ninety-six out for Sunday- 
school. The Christian Endeavor, with Miss 
Grace McFarling as president, is a well- 
organized society and the young people are 
learning to take hold and do their parts 
creditably. Bro. Dug. Herring, who is sec- 
retary of the Christian Endeavor in this 
conference, visited the society and gave 
them some practical and helpful informa- 
tion. His visit was appreciated. Two have 
identified themselves by coming forward to 
unite with this body of Christians, and we 
hope they will continue to seek after right- 
eousness and become strong in the Lord. 
This church has been pastorless four or five 
years, but has many determined workers 
who are doing their best to support the 
work and personally we enjoy getting ac- 
quainted with:all of them. We are glad 
to report for Lone Chapel.—E. RHODEs. 


NEW YORK ge 

East Hounsfield, Dec. 18—The Christia 
churches of Jefferson and Franklin Coun- 
ties have been encouraged and strengthened 
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by the inspi¥atitn and help received through 
the visit of Rev. J. B. Gove, Field Secretary 
of the New York Eastern and Central Chris- 
tian conferences. Owing to the inclemency 
of the weather it was impossible to hold the 
services appointed on Sunday at East 
Hounsfield, but two mid-week preaching 
services were held and visits made in the 
“homes of the people. On Friday, Dec. 14, 
Rev J. B. Gove, Rev. J. C. Emerson, pas- 
tor at East Hounsfield, and Miss Flora 
Cleveland, delegate from East Hounsfield, 
journeyed to the Northern County of the 
State and received a warm welcome from 
the Brushton and East Dickenson people, 
Rev. Philip Geiter is pastor of these two 
churches. The Northern New York Chris- 
tian Conference opened on Friday evening, 
Dr. M. W. Wright, presiding. Preaching 
service by Rev. Mr. Gove; business session 
and communion Sunday morning. Preach- 
ing by Rev. J. C. Emerson at East Dicken- 
son in the afternoon. The conference body 
was organized at Le Roy (Sanfords Cor- 
ners) in May, 1831. At one time there were 
eighteen Christian churches with a mem- 
bership of 524 in Jefferson, Lewis, St. Law- 
rence, and Franklin counties. Now there 
are four with a membership of over 200— 
three maintaining a pastor and regular 
services, one Sunday-school, and occasional 
preaching. The conference concluded its 
session with preaching service by Rev. J. 
B. Gove at Brushton, Sunday evening. Dur- 
ing the three days all missed the familiar 
face and presence of Mr. Fayette Clark, for 
many years a trustee and treasurer of 
Brushton church, who recently died, after 
a lingering illness. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. In the ab 
sence of the conference secretary, B. J. Ives 
was appointed secretary pro tem. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, D. M. W. Wright, of 
Brushton; Vice-President, B. J. Ives, East 
Hounsfield; Secretary and Treasurer, Miss 
Flora Cleveland, East Hounsfield (Water- 


town, Route E); Sunday-school Secretary, . 
Mrs. Webster Kimball, Brushton; Christian ; 


Endeavor Secretary, Mr. M. A. Baldwin, 


Brushton; President Woman’s Board of 
Missions, Mrs. M. A. Baldwin.—FLORA 
CLEVELAND, Secretary. 

OHIO 


Springfield, Dec. 27—We had crowded 
houses at both of our chapels this year at 
our Christmas services. And at both places 
—Melrose church and Grove Park Chapel— 
splendid programs were given. ‘lhree mem- 
bers have been received at Melrose since my 
last report. The attendance at these Bible 
schools has been ranging from 40 to 50 in 
average attendance, with splendid promise. 
—H. R. CiLeM, Pastor. 


Campbellstown, Dec. 26—The work at 
Campbellstown is moving along in a very 
gratifying manner. The Sunday-school is 
progressing splendidly under the supervision 
of Bro. Jos. L. Scheffer and plans now un- 
der way for bringing a larger number of 
homes in direct, touch with it will surely tell 
for the Kingdom. The attendance last Sun- 
day at both the patriotic service of the 
morning and the Christmas service of the 
evening was encouraging. In the morning 
the Benham quartet sang beautifully several 
national and patriotic numbers for which 
we were very grateful. On Christmas night 
about forty of our newly-made friends of the 
vicinity surprised the pastor and family, 
bringing refreshments in keeping with the 
Christmas tide, also a very substantial in- 
crease to the population of his poultry 
house and enough feed to last said poultry 
many a day, for all of which both the pas- 
tor and his family are very grateful, but 
we appreciate even more the spirit that 
brought these, our friends and fellow work- 
ers, to our home: Recitations, many soul- 


inspiring. hymns, and friendly conversation 
were the order of the evening. We are find- 
ing both this people and our work a joy and 
we are praying that the Holy Spirit may 


lead us to improve the splendid opportunity 
for community service which is: afforded 


here, but we remember with much love the 
congregations we so recently left and the 
remembrance of them is a stimulus to our 
work at Campbellstown. The ladies of the 
community conducted a very successful Red 
Cross bazaar recently, which brought a net 
revenue of $212, and our Township Red 
Cross Membership Campaign resulted in 
considerably exceeding our quota. Pray for 
the deepening of our spiritual life—C. S. 
MASTERSON, Pastor. 


CEMENTING AMERICAN-JAPANESE 
RELATIONS 


BY SIDNEY L. GULICK, 


Secretary Commission on International 
Justice and Good-will of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. 


(Dr. Gulick ranks as one of the leading experts 
in American-Japanese relations. 
Japan for twenty-six years—the last six years serving 
as lecturer in the Imperial University in Kyoto. He 
came into contact with many of Japan’s leading edu- 
cators. For four years he has remained in America 
for the purpose of helping Americans to understand 
the American-Japanese problem, hoping to secure a 
fundamental solution. Dr. Gulick is the author of 
several important books on Japan. He advocates a 
policy for the regulation of all immigration popularly 
known as the percentage plan. It includes education 
of all aliens for citizenship.] 


While Viscount Ishii and his special War 
Mission from Japan have attracted the chief 
attention of our people and have accom- 
plished most important political results in 
their conferences with Secretary Lansing 
and the Department of State, other Japan- 
ese missions have also been making their 
contribution to the establishment of under- 
standing and good-will. 

A group of fifteen important educators, 
principals, and-superintendents has n in- 
specting the schools of the United States. 
Not much public attention has been given 
them, but they have been giving and receiv- 
ing impressions that will promote mutual 
respect and appreciation. 

A third group—the Economic Mission— 
consisting of nine men especially conversant 
with questions of finance and industry, will 
soon be meeting financiers. Their purpose 
is not only to study the problems of finance 
in general, but especially to devise means 
for promoting more effective business rela- 
tions between the United States and Japan. 

Still another group—the Parliamentary 
Mission—has been here for some weeks. It. 
sails for Japan at the end of November, 
having also rendered a notable service. 


In an interview with the head of this 
Parliamentary Mission, Dr. T. Masao, cer- 
tain facts came to light that deserve pres- 
ervation and wide circulation. 

It seems that the Mission felt some anxi- 
ety before reaching California as to how 
they would be received and treated. The 
experiences of Japanese in former years in 
California are still reverberating in Japan. 
Even eminent visitors from Japan have on 
occasion been subjected to insult and humil- 
iation. 

This Parliamentary Mission, however, 
much to their satisfaction, received nothing 
but the most cordial treatment wherever 
they went. In no city of the United States 
has their reception been more friendly than 
it was in San Francisco. While a suitable 
welcome was to have been expected from 
State and city officials and from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of San Francisco, the rep- 
resentatives of organized labor were hardly 
expected to show the same manifestations 
of cordial good-will. Such, however, was the 
case. 

Mr. George Shima, popularly known as 
the Japanese “Potato King,” gave a dinner 
to the Mission, which several represent- 
atives of organized labor also attended. Ac- 
cording to the statement of Dr..Masao, the 
frank conference which there took place in 
regard to Japanese labor in California and 
in Japan and as to methods for meeting 
such difficulties as still remain in the eco- 
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nomic competition of Japanese with Ameri- 
can labor, was exceedingly satisfactory to 
all concerned. At that conference Mr. 
Murphy, President of the California State 
Federation of Labor, was present and also 
Paul Scharrenberg, its Secretary-Treasurer, 
“the man behind the throne,” 


So cordial were the relations established 
that an official letter of introduction for 
the entire Mission to Samuel Gompers, 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the other officers at Washington, 
was presented to the Mission by Mr. Schar- 
renberg on behalf of the California State 
Federation. 


On their arrival in Washington, the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor was in session. President Gom- 
pers took the opportunity to introduce the 
entire Parliamentary Mission to the entire 
Executive Council, at which meeting frank 
and friendly addresses were again made on 
both sides, and further progress was at- 
— in mutual understanding and good- 
will. 

The beginning of these friendly relations 
of American organized labor with repre- 
sentatives from Japan, it may be remember- 
ed, was due to the coming from Japan in 
the summer of 1915 of two Japanese dele- 
gates representing organized labor, Messrs. 
Suzuki.and Yoshimatsu, to attend as frater- 
nal delegates the Annual Convention of the 
California State Federation of Labor. The 
first suggestion for this important step was 
made by Mr. Scharrenberg. 


They also attended the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held that 
year in San Francisco (November, 1915). 
At that time Mr. Shima gave a dinner, at 
which the two delegates from Japan and 
President Gompers and Secretary Scharren- 
berg were the special guests of honor—the 
first time that the official leaders of Ameri- 
can and Japanese labor had ever sat down 
to a common meal and exchanged friendly 
greetings. It was on that occasion that one 
of the leaders of organized labor in San 
Francisco, Mr. McArthur, made the humor- 
ous but significant remark to Mr. Suzuki, 
“The more I see of you, the less you look 
like a Jap.” 


The results of that four months’ adven- 
ture of Japanese labor delegates in Cali- 
fornia were so satisfactory that the follow- 
ing year, 1916, Mr. Suzuki came again, this 
time attending also the annual convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, held 
at Baltimore. He brought with him from 
Japan invitations to Secretary Scharren- 
berg and President Gompers to visit Japan 
as fraternal delegates. The letters which 
he brought are of historic interest, because 
of the fact that they were the first official 
communications of Japanese labor to Amer- 
ican labor, and also because of their remark- 
able contents. It is a public misfortune that 
they have not received more general no- 
tice. On account of the war, it is natural 
that neither of these invitations could be 
accepted. It is to be hoped, however, that 
in due time both Mr. Scharrenberg and 
President Gompers will visit Japan as fra- 
ternal delegates from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to the labor of Japan, both 
unorganized and organized. 








Fallen Asleep 


MAUDE IONE KEIME, was born February 2, 
1913 and died November 25, 1917, aged 4 years, 9 
months, and 23 days. She leaves to mourn their loss, 
a father, mother, and eight sisters. The funeral was 

icted at the Antioch Christian church, south of 
Smithfield, Ill., November 27, by Rev. F. G. Bell. 











For Bibles, Books, Maps, Sunday-School 
Supplies of all Kinds, it is worth your 
while to write The Christian Publishing 
Association, Dayton, Ohio. 
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For a number of years the writer has 
troubled with’ a defect ineach eye. 
defect seemed-to increase—not rapidly, 
but slowly. In thé meantime we consulted 
with specialists frém one side of the nation 
to the other—elevén in all. Some sized up 
eur pocketbook, and took the most of it— 
others let us go seott free, granting us mer- 
cy, being a preacher. Some said we had 
this, and others, that, but the most said they 
didn’t know what was the trouble. Finally 
we heard of thé fame of Dr. Robt. Satler, 
of Cincinfiati, and as a last-resort went to 
see him—who; after a brief examination 
suggested a double operation on each eye, 
with the simple information that I had : 
cataract. There was something in the make- 
up of this man that inspired confidence in 
me, notwithstanding others said that sucl 
an operation, as he suggested, would leave 
me totally blind. So I proceeded to the in- 
evitable. Of course, after the first eye was 
operated on it was immediately bandaged, 
and I had no way of knowing, until the 
next day, whether the prediction of the 
many specialists and doctors was true or 
not ages that after the operation I would 
be blind). But maybe I was not a happy 
man when the bandage was lifted the nex 
day, and I looked out with a two hundred 
per cent. increase in my vision. That made 
me anxious, of course, to have the other 
eye operated on at on¢e.. I was nine days 
all told in the hospitaljjand returned with 
almost a supernatural miracle performed 
upon my eyes. I consider this wonderful 
specialist one of the greatest upon this con- 
tinent.. Neither am I writing this as an 
advertisement of the man, for he is per- 
haps one of the best known specialists in 
the Nation. A nurse, who had worked for 
him for more than twenty-five years, told 
me this story. 
That while he had availed himself of all 
the opportunities possible for a man, y 
he recognized his extraordinary ability ‘as 
coming from above. There is something 
about the man that would thus impress you. 
On west 12th St.,°210 & 212, Cineinnati, 
there stand two large buildings—beth be- 
long to this eye specialist: One is equipped 
as a regular hospital; Gharging the regular 
prices. The other is also equipped as : 


‘hospital, with good nursés, with good accom-: 


modations, and with the same medieal skill 
—each receiving the same precise attention 
—one is for those-able'to pay, and:the other 
is for the poor. In the latter hospital the 
poor from all parts of the city and coun- 
try—some blind by cataracts, somie blind 
by other diseases, come without a: cent o* 
money, and are treated, made to. see, and 
sent away healed. These two institutions 
are owned and controlled, as we understand 
it, by this one man, Dr. Robt. Satler, and he 
and his co-laborers put up the money for thc: 
one to the poor. Neither do you hear a word 
from his lips about it. Why can’t we, as 
church folks, learn a lesson from this ex- 
ample; and why do we; if we have the cause 
of God and humanity at heart, have to have 
so much fuss and feathers over everything 
we do, and sometimes have the fuss and 
feathers, and still do nothing? ~ After all, 
is it not a fact that every talent and every 
gift of man, whether a minister, doctor, 
merchant, or shoe cobbler, are from above, 
and in this way God answers the prayers of 
His people through the extraordinary ability 
of His gifts in men? 


Eaton, Ohio. 


R. LEE KIRKLAND. 
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Rev. S. B. Klapp; R. D. 3, Ruffin, N, 

Rev. Edward H. Macy, 16 Beckett St., Portland, Me. 
Rev. W. D. Samuel, wane 

Hermon Eldredge, Army Y. M. A., Camp Upton, 
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NOTICE 


The undersigned is now at Liberty to rrespon: 
‘with Christian churches in need of a pastes. Coulee 
«churches preferred. Dae R. GILL. 

R. D. 2, Leon, W. Va. ; ? 


NOTICE TO CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


. As most of our churches already k 

‘barkation camp for our soldiers who ‘eo. wa i 

France is loeated in the city of Newport News. "Dun 
thousands of our men. and 


cares aes 
ys in this city, some located 
‘definite period of time. While.this is eae heavens 
of our boys from Christian churches, east, west, north 
—. south, will be in this city, and that for quite a 
-while. 

While they are here, h them. 
at our hearts go out after 


church, to our hom 
= ae way pe os to yepee them under inflospee of 
‘their own chu as paring 
Americ, ey are pre to leave 

am therefore sending this notice to all concerned: 
If your church has a boy, either in Camp Stent 1, 
Camp Hill, and you will notify this writer, we shall 
be only too glad to look him up, and render any 
‘assistance possible. While. our church is small, and 
we cannot do much in a social way, it does maintain 
a Sunday-school, two Christian Endeavor societies, 
and preaching services each Sunday. When writing, 
please give full name, company, and regiment. If 
you will do this, we shall have no trouble in finding 
‘the men. Otherwise it would be very difficult to find 
‘them among thirty or forty thousand men. When 
writing your men, state to them that our church is 
located in the East End of the city, just a few. blocks 
from Camp Stuart. Ask them to drop in for a service 
~~ mene eine known. 

end all communications to J. V. Knight, Pastor 
East End Christian Chureh, 1018 25th Street, New- 
port News, Va. 








“MOTHERS’ LAND” 


We all love MOTHER SONGS and this 
SACRED SOLO should be in every home in 
the U. S. A., and wherever the English 
my is spoken. Ask for “MOTHERS’ 


THIS COUPON IS WORTH 15 cents. 


Christian Music Pub. Co., 

319-21 Third Street Arcade, 

Dayton, Ohio. 
Gentlemen :— 

Enclosed find 35c, for which please send 
me tpaid a regular 50c copy of your 
SACRED SOLO, “MOTHERS’ LAND.” This 
coupon being worth the other 15c. 


Sincerely, . 
“ TINO sicker ses giaciacliiclaaeie tas. 0, eS ee, 
SMAiiey i toh ale ate at 
PINE cscacucechibapitecenil I acteectrsncnattes on. 





